Palestinian dies of wounds in Gaza 

OCCUfitL) JERUSALEM (R) — A Palestinian died in hospital 
on Mon day on e month after he was shot and wounded by Israelis 
0323 Stri P> doctors said. Officials at the Gaza 
Strip’s Shrfa Hospital said Awad Abn Lehfya, 27, from Karan 
village, was shot in .tee chest on March 2 after Palestinians hinted 
stones at an Israeli car in the Gaza Strip. At least one pawnger 
opened fire, Palestinians said. In the West Bank town of Qalqilya, 
raknown assailants shot dead Ibrahim Mohammad Ali Najim, 
33, on suspicion he was helping Israel, residents said. 
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Iraqi rebellion appears crushed 


Ccnnbmed agency dispatches 

IRAQ ANNOUNCED Monday 
it had retaken the la-tf border 
town from Kurdish rebels, and 
die dissidents admitted that they 
had been pushed out of the area. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said the town, Iraq’s north- 
ernmost Kurdish city just across 
die border from Turkey, was 
freed from the rebels at noon 
local time (0900 GMT). 

“The rebels were kicked out of 
the town and ran away in fear. A 
number of rebels surrendered to 
oar units,” said INA. 

Rebel leaders including 
Mason d Barazand and Jaial Tala- 
bam, ret urni ng from exile, used 
7aVhn as a base in the early days 
of the rebellion against the gov- 
ernment of Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

The two leadeis later moved to 


Dohuk, farther south, but that 
town fell to Iraqi troops Sunday. 

Kurdish rebel spokesman in 
Damascus said Monday that their 
Pashmurga guerrillas were with- 
drawing from major population 

centres. 

On Sunday, the government 
proved its control over the third 
city, the ofl centre of Kirkuk, by 
taking foreign reporters on a tour 
through its battle-ravaged streets. 

INA reported on Sunday that 
Iraqi troops captured Erbfl and 
Dohuk, saying Kurdish fighters 
fled, leaving their weapons be- 
hind. “The people of Dohuk and 
Erbil received our armed forces 
with national songs and cheering 
President Saddam Hussein,” it 
said. 

At that point, rebel spokesmen 
in London and Damascus claimed 
their forces still held Erbil and 
Dohuk, about SO kilometres 


south of the Turkish border. But 
Monday morning, Kurdish fight- 
ers in Iraq conceded government 

troops had woo the two dries. 

A spokesman in Damascus for 
the Kurdish Democratic Party 

(KDP), led by Mr. Barazani, said 
he had no information on 
whether Zakho had fallen. 

He said the KDP leader was 
somewhere in the mountains. 

A spokesman for Mr. Tafaba- 
m’s Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) said he had no word on 
the situation in Zakho either but 
th«r fighting was raging in the 
nearby town of Fayshfchabur. 

Mr. Talabani was somewhere 
in Dohuk province, be said. 

In Ankara, the semi-official 
Anatolian news agency said Iraqi 
government troops Monday cap- 
tured Habur on the Iraqi-Turkish 
border from rebel Kurds. 

It said the troops used tanks 


and helicopters to recapture the 
frontier village which was seized 
by rebels last month. 

Iraqi helicopters bombed the 
rebels and military convoys fer- 
ried reinforcements to Habur af- 
ter it was taken, the agency said. 

Kurdish rebels captured Habur 
about two weeks ago and hoisted 
their red, green and yellow flag. 
It was later removed so as not to 
provoke Turkey. 

Habur is the only official cros- 
sing point from Iraq into Turkey. 

Turkey is opposed to an inde- 
pendent Kurdish state in north- 
ern Iraq, fearing it would fuel 
separatism among its own 12- 
million-strong Kurdish minority. 
They make up about half of the 
total Kurdish population in the 
Middle East. 

Rebel spokesmen said the re- 
bels would regroup and counter- 
attack to try to regain Kirkuk, 


which had been the Kurd's big- 
gest prize in the rebellion which 
began in the chaotic aftermath of 
the Gulf war. 

After retaking Kirkuk, the gov- 
ernment said on Sunday, its 
troops moved on to smash rebel 
forces in Dohuk, 40 kra from the 
Turkish border, and Erbil, SO km 
north of Kirkuk, in a lightning 
offensive. 

Kirkuk, which has changed 
hands several times during the 
fighting appeared to be firmly 
under government control but 
almost deserted, according to 
Western reporters taken there on 
Sunday by the Iraqi government 
(see page 2). 

The loss of Kirkuk. Erbil, 
Dohuk and Zakho — would leave 
Sulaitnaniya, near the Iranian 
border, as the only major town 
still in rebel hands. 

A spokesman for PUK re- 


ported battles in the Makhmour 
area southwest of Erbil. 

The Kurds and Shiite Muslims 
in the south began simultaneous 
but apparently uncoordinated re- 
bellion after die Gulf war at the 
end of February. 

Some Kurds said the flight of 
hundreds of thousands of Kurds 
from the cities for the first time 
had a disastrous effect on morale. 

Iraqi troops moved against the 
Kurds after beating back the 
Shiites. INA said the Iraqi gov- 
ernment was supplying food to 
the recaptured areas. 

INA quoted the newspaper Al 
Joumhuriya as saying Monday 
that searches in Erbil and Kirkuk 
produced “weapons, equipment 
and documents that confirm the* 
involvement of more than one 
foreign party in the events of 
March in the region." 

The countries were not named. 


but Iraq has accused Iran of 
helping the insurgents in the past. 
Iran denies the claim. 

INA also said that Iraq had 
told th& United Nations that 
March 30-31 the United States 
had carried out 92 aircraft sorties, 
mostly over Baghdad. 

“The enemy conducted its sor- 
ties for purposes of provocation 
and reconnaissance. Its aircraft 
repeatedly flew over the city of 
Baghdad at low altitude.” the 
INA report said. 

Reuters reported from Sufwan, 
in U.S.-held Iraq, that troops 
loyal to the government have 
regained total control of southern 
Iraq and army units have been 
leaving to fight Kurdish rebels in 
the north. 

“The Iraqi troops established 
total control in the south in the 
past three or four days and they 
are now moving north to handle 


the Kurdish problem.” one U S. 
officer told Reuters. 

Bur one group of Egyptian 
construction workers reported 
continuing skirmishes between 
government troops and Shiite re- 
bels ia Amara on the Tigris River 
near tb* border with Iran. 

Captain William Schafer, 
speaking at Checkpoint Charlie, 
the last U.S. position on the road 
from Kuwait to Basra, Iraq's 
second largest city, sard Iraqi 
troops hod apparently been cut- 
ting off escape routes for re- 
fugees, rebels and deserters 
The numbers arriving at the 
checkpoint had dropped Monday 
to about 20 from about 50 a day 
previously, he added. 

In the past fleeing rebels repe- 
atedly asked U.S. troops to inter- 
vene. "Now they have no more 

(Cantiuoed on page 3) 


Israel’s crackdown actions 
seen as counter-productive 


Mubarak: Peace conference 
is essential, but not urgent 


Iran and dissidents 
report border clash 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli moderates 
and Palestinians said Monday a 
proposed crackdown in the 
feraki -occupied territories would 
not stop violence but increase it. 

Palestinian leadeis said the me- 
asures were Israel's signal to the 
United States and its own hard- 
liners tint it would not bow to 
international pressure to cede 
occupied Arab territories as part 
of a wider Middle East peace 
settlement. 

They said harsh measures such 
as increased expulsions and res- 
trictions on Palestinian entry to 
Occupied Jerusalem would fuel 


BAHRAIN (R) — The six- 
member Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC) denied Monday it had 
taken a formal decision to sus- 
pend financial aid to Jordan and 
tte Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PL O) because of what is 
perceived as their support for 
Iraq in tee Gulf crisis. 

“No collective decision was 
made by the GCC to stop aid in 
this respect and no record of that 
deeudOD was registered on any 
GCC agenda,” GCC Secretary- 
General Abdullah Bishara was 
quoted as saying in a statement 
sent to Reuters. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s Palesti- 
nians, target of attacks since the 
Gulf war, are being better treated 
after a promise by the crown 
prince last week to punish those 
mistreating the community, a 
Palestinian businessman said 
Monday. 

Adel Risheq, leader of an 11- 
member Palestinian delegation, 
met Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Sheikh Saad Al Abdul- 
lah Al Sabah Wednesday and 
quoted him as saying at the 
meeting: “Be assured that every- 
body who mistreated Palestinians 
will be prosecuted and 
punished.” 

Human rights groups say some 
Kuwaitis took “revenge” on 
Palestinians after the seven- 
month Iraqi occupation ended in 
February, accusing the Palesti- 
nians of collaborating with the 
Iraqis. 

One group. Middle East 
Watch, said 30 to 40 people, 
mainly Palestinians, had been lol- 
led and 2,000 jailed and many 
tortured by the army and resist- 
ance since tee occupation ended. 

“I think we had better results 
after the meeting/* Mr. Risheq 
said- “It has beat noticed from 
the second or third day.” 

“Now that people have, cooled 
down a little bit, the situation is 
getting better,” he toid a news 
conference. * 

Mr. Risheq said his delegation 
of businessmen, doctors and pro- 
fessionals did not claim to repre-' 
sent the Palestinian community 


resentment and worsen economic 
hardship among the Palestinians 
of the West Batik and Gaza Strip. 

Israel's inner cabinet agreed 
Sunday to expel Palestinians 
deemed to have encouraged 
attacks against Jews, demolish 
their homes and further restrict 
access to Israel. This, according 
to Israeli leaders, would include 
occupied Arab Jerusalem, the 
cultural, religious, and economic 
heart of Palestinian society. 

Israeli officials declined to give 
details of tire cabinet meeting but 
Israeli media reported a decision 
to step up expulsions which have 
already been condemned by the 


He said his remarks about cut- 
ting aid to Jordan and the FLO 
made in a news conference in 
Kuwait last Saturday were “not 
accurately” reported. 

“There was general talk in re- 
gard to tee relationship with Jor- 
dan and the PLO lea der sh ip , 
including the relationship of aid 
without mentioning any deci- 
sion,” he said. 

In announcing the move on 
Saturday, Mr. Bishara, a 
Kuwaiti, said; “No forgiveness, 
no forgetting.” 

He said then that the GCC 
states — Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 


and the meeting was their idea. 
But they believed many Palesti- 
nians shared their verws. 

Their aim was “to try to 
smooth relations, to take out the 
tension and to try to let every- 
body in the country live in peace 
without harassment and without 
hatred.” 

Mr. Risheq criticised Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat for sup- 
porting Iraq. 

“We consider it really a viola- 
tion of the PLO constitution. We 
should not take sides in any con-. 

filet between Arab countries. 
That is in tee constitution of the 
PLO,” he said. 

Mr. Risheq, a partner in a 
chain of electrical stores, would 
not say whether he feared tee 
Palestinian community in Kuwait 
could be ’expelled or reduced 
following the Gulf war. 

But he said be believed the 
commu nity, which shrank from 
around 400,000 before the 
occupation to 170,000 now, 
would never regain its former 
size: 

“When these Palestinians came 
to Kuwait, Kuwait was under 
construction... I don’t think 
Kuwait as a country can 
accommodate this number of 
people,” he said. 

Kuwait's government has said 
it intends to reduce tee number of 
foreign residents, who far out- 
numbered Kuwaitis before tee 
Gulf war. 


United States and the United 
Nations. Right-wingers called for 
the crackdown after a spate of 
attacks against Israelis. 

“You cannot deal with the 
Palestinian problem with military 
crackdowns alone,” retired 
General Binyamin Ben Eliezcr 
said. 

“By trying to separate tee 
military from the political solu- 
tion you’re creating a Belfast 
situation,” be told Reuters, refer- 
ring to the sectarian violence in 
Northern Ireland. 

Shimon Peres, head of the 


Bahrain, Oman, Qatar and tee 
United Arab Emirates — could 
not continue supporting Jordan 
and the PLO. 

Mr. Bishara, who has been 
outspoken in his criticism of tee 
Gulf crisis positions of Jordan 
and the PLO, said Saturday; 

“How can now you justify a 
continuing of aid to a country that 
turned its back on you. There is 
no forgiveness for this. It is not a 
romance where lovers quarrel. 
The crime is too tag to forgive,” 
be said, referring to Jordan. 


Kuwaitis 

demand 

elections 

KUWAIT (R) — Prominent 
Kuwaitis and opposition leadeis 
Monday sent the emir a list of 
demands urging him to set a date 
for parliamentary elections, for 
the elimination of favouritism 
and for popular participation in 
government. 

Activists said the res p ectful but 
hard-hitting five-page document 
was sent to Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah, Crown Prince 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al 
Sabah and other leading mem- 
bers of tee ruling family. 

Similar demands to implement 
promised democratic reforms 
were also made by a group of 
resistance leadeis — including 
army officers who survived the 
seven-monte Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait — during a meeting with 
the emir on Sunday, one opposi- 
tion activist said. 

The document Monday called 
on the emir to “set a date for free 
and clean elections for... parlia- 
ment.” Sheikh Jaber dissolved 
tee previous parliament in 1986 at 
tee height of the Iran-Iraq war, 
citing a foreign conspiracy to 
destabilise the emirate. 

The document was signed by 96 
Kuwaitis including leading mem- 
bers of tee conservative Sunni 
Muslim Brotherhood, Shiite - 

(Continued on page 5) 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak said 
after meeting Syrian leader Hafez 
Al Assad Monday that an inter- 
national peace conference on the 
Middle East was essential but did 
not need to take place im- 
mediately. 

“The international peace con- 
ference is a must and a good 
umbrella for solving tee whole 
(Arab-Israeli) problem,” he said 
after talking to Mr. Assad for 
three hours. v 

Egypt and Syria have longfossn 
at odds on the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict, but. a new-found rapport 
between Cairo and Damascus has 
been cemented by their mem- 
bership of a U.S.-led coalition 
that forced Iraq out of Kuwait a 
month ago. 

“Bat we are not asking for an 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States acted on Monday to 
shut down Iraq’s alleged secret 
network of aims traders and clan- 
destine financial firms by iden- 
tifying nearly 100 companies and 
agents as frohts for Iraq. 

Washington froze the assets of 
the 52 businesses and 37 indi- 
viduals it named as Iraqi agents in 
a step that could lead to tee use of 
tee money to pay reparations for 
the Gulf war. 

A sewing machine concern in 
Italy, an air-conditioning firm in 
Britain and a bank in Brazil were 
among those identified by the 
U.S. Treasury as fronts for Iraq. 

Thirty-one of the 52 companies 
listed are in Britain. All of them 
appear small and privately own- 
ed. 

“Exposing these companies 
and individuals strikes a blow at 
Iraq’s subterranean network in 
the world of arms trading and 
clandestine financial operations,” 
Treasury Deputy Secretary John 
Robson said Monday in a. state- 
ment. 

The treasury also named 160 
Iraqi-owned or -controlled mer- 
chant ships and prohibited their 
use by U.S. companies or indi- 
viduals. 

“The action is part of an 
ongoing investigation... of Iraq’s 
world-wide arms and financial 
complex,” it said. 


international conference to con- 
vene right away. We need to 
make good preparations before 
holding it,” Mr. Mubarak said at 
a joint news conference with the 
Syrian president. 

Mr. Assad said little to journal- 
ists after his talks with Mr. 
Mubarak on Sunday evening and 
Monday. It was their first meet- 
ing since Gulf war hostilities en- 
ded on Feb. 28. 

Bat Mr. Assad did say unrest in 
Iraq was an internal matter and 
there was little his country could 
do to end the turmoil. Syria and 
Iraq are ruled by rival wings of 
the Baath Party and have long 
competed for the leadership of 
Arab nationalists. 

Although rebellions by Kur- 
dish and Shiite Iraqis are bad for 
all Arabs. Mr. Assad said. “This 


financial front contrasts with 
Washington’s reluctance to inter- 
vene militarily to help topple Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein. 

Two of the companies identi- 
fied — Bay Industries Inc of 
California and Matrix Churchill 
Corp. of Qeveland — are in the 
United States. Neither could be 
reached for comment. 

Individuals who do business 
with Iraqi agents can face crimin- 
al penalties of up to SI million per 
violation and prison sentences of 
up to 12 years. 

Kuwait has accused President 
Saddam and his family of taking 
more teat $10 billion out of Iraq 
by skimming off a percentage of 
the country’s oil sales for them- 
selves over the past decade. 

The Kuwaiti government hired 
Kroll Associates, an investigative 
agency, to investigate the affair. 

U.N. consultations 

The U.N. Security Council was 
meeting in closed session Monday 
for its first consultations on a 
proposed Gulf war ceasefire re- 
solution. 

The United States and the 
other four permanent council 
members — Britain, China, 
France and the Soviet Union — 
were meeting privately to put the 
finishing touches on the proposed 
document. 


is an internal issue. Our ability to 
work to relieve what is happening 
is very limited.” 

Together Egypt and Syria have 
almost bO.OOO rroops in the U.S.- 
led coalition. Scores of thousands 
of the 540,000 Americans already 
have withdrawn, but Washington 
plans to leave an increased milit- 
ary air and naval presence inde- 
finitely. 

Mr. Mubarak and Mr. Assad, 
whose armies will be anchors of a 
projected Arab-based 
peacekeeping force in the Gulf, 
spoke briefly with reporters after 
the second session of consulta- 
tions during a 24-hour visit by 
Mr. Assad. The two presidents 
agreed on the joint securin' force 
along with leaders of Saudi Ara- 


PLO wary 
of U.S. 
peace talk 

TUNIS (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) is wary of peace talk from 
the United States and -will con- 
tinue to encourge the Palestinian 
uprising in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip until Israel withdraws, 
one of its leaders said. 

Hani Al Has&an, a close associ- 
ate of PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, told a rally in Tunis Sun- 
day night that Washington did 
not seem to have the courage to 
make Israel implement United- 
Nations resolutions. 

“(U.S. Secretary of State 
James) Baker went to (Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
but he daren’t mention tee idea 
of land-for-peace in front of him. 
Why? Because he’s afraid of the 
Jewish lobby, afraid of the elec- 
tions next year,” be said. 

“No doubt there are important 
moves afoot but we Palestinians 
know them well and we know 
that reliance on our own strength 
and our own guns is the only way 
to bring about a solution. 

“The confrontation with the 
Zionists must not stop until you 
get your land back... this time we 
cannot accept from anyone any 
idea leading to the end of tee 

intifada because stopping the in- 
tifada would mean losing our 
homeland.” 

Mr. Hassan rejected solutions 
based on autonomy for the West 
Bank and Gaza, municipal elec- 
tions under occupation, or open- 
ended transitional periods. 

But he said Palestinians in tee 
occupied territories would wel- 
come the’ chance to elect mem- 
bers of a new Palestine National 
Council (PNC). 

PNC membeis from inside the 
occupied territories cannot attend 
the parliament because tee Israeli 
authorities will not let them back 
if they leave. 

“But if they (the Israelis) come 
and impose elections under 
occupation or elections for muni- 
cipalities, the aim of that is to 
distract people with elections in 
order to stop tee intifada," Mr. 

(Con tinned oo page 5) 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRANIAN Revolutionary 
Guards clashed with opposition 
forces based in Iraq, the Iranian 
media and dissidents said Mon- 
day. 

The dissidents said they had 
captured a strategic height inside 
Iran and that fighting was con- 
tinuing Monday evening. 

The Iranian news, agency 
(IRNA) said opposition forces 
staged an attack across the Iraqi 
border into Iran but were driven 
back by Revolutionary Guards. 

IRNA said Revolutionary 
Guards based north of the border 
town of Qasr-e-Shirin drove back 
the Mnjahedeen, killing many of 
them and capturing several more. 

The Mujahedeen has accused 
Iran of sending heavily armed 
Revolutionary Guards into Iraq 
to attack its bases under cover of 
the Iraqi rebellion. 

A Mujahedeen statement sent 
to tee Jordan Times said rebel 
troops had captured three sol- 
diers Sunday with identity cards 
indicating they were members of 
Islamic Jihad (holy war), a pro- 
Iranian Muslim fundamentalist 
force in Lebanon. 

“Now it appears teat some of 
the Khomeini regime’s Pasdaran 
(Revolutionary Guards) and mer- 
cenaries in Lebanon have entered 
Iraqi territory to fight the Iranian 
resistance.” the Mujahedeen 
said. 

The Mujahedeen, an under- 
ground movement originally 
formed in 1970 to fight the Shah 
of Iran, was outlawed soon after 
the 1979 Islamic revolution led by 
the late Ayatollah Ruhollah 


TIRANA (Agencies) — The rul- 
ing communists have won a land- 
slide victory in multi-party elec- 
tions that split Albania and dealt 
personal defeats to President 
Ramiz Alia and key party refor- 
mists. 

Unofficial results Monday 
showed the Communist Party of 
Labour heading for a total of 
two-thirds of the 250 parliamen- 
tary seats and the opposition 
Democratic Party urged its de- 
jected supporters to remain calm. 

Riot police were put on alert 

on Tirana's main diplomatic 
street, cordoned off since 
thousands of people seeking asy- 
lum abroad poured into embas- 
sies last July and triggered an 
exodus of 40,000 Albanians from 
political unrest and economic de- 
cay. 

Xhelil Gjoni, Mr. Aba’s num- 
ber two in the Party of Labour 
and regarded as a hardliner, said 
the results proved the vitality of 
tee ruling party and that enjoyed 
“the faith of the people.” 

He blamed the Democrats* 
capture of seats in Tirana, includ- 
ing Mr. Alia’s, on his party’s 
"separation from tee masses” 
and said it was ready to cooperate 
with the intellectual-led opposi- 
tion to ensure unity in the tiny 
Balkan state. 

“Our party with comrade 
Ramiz Alia at its head... express- 
es its wish to collaborate with tee 


Khomeini. 

The Mujahedeen said in its 
statement that Monday's clash 
occurred when Iran's Revolution- 
ary Guards crossed into Iraqi 
territory to strike at bases of the 
National Liberation Army 
(NLA), the Mujahedeen's milit- 
ary wing. 

Hie Mujahedeen said they had 
repulsed the attack on a base 
north of the Iraqi town of Jalola. 
and that the area was "littered 
with hundreds of bodies" of the 
guards corps. 

Since the eruption of a rebel- 
lion in southern and northern 
Iraq earlier this month, the Mu- 
jahedeen have been saying their 
bases in Iraq, some as far as 60 
kilometres inside the border, 
were attacked by the guards 
corps. 

Iran has denied the allegations. 

Tehran Radio meanwhile 
quoted an “informed source” as 
saying tear members of the Mu- 
jahedeen were attempting to in- 
filtrate Iran, but were stopped by 
Iranian border guards. 

The radio said Iran's “severe 
objection to an incursion on Ira- 
nian territory... by forces inside 
Iraq,” was issued to Iraq’s charge 
d'affaires in Tehran. 

The report did not give any 
numbers of dead or injured, 
neither did it say how many Mu- 
jahedeen members were cap- 
tured. 

But it said tee clash occurred 
north of the Qasr-e-Shirin check- 
point, about midpoint in the Iran- 
Iraq border. 

“Today, after three weeks, the 
(Continued on page 51 


opposition for the benefit of the 
aspirations of the people," Mr. 
Gjoni told a news conference. 

The elections, which officials 
said drew a 95 per cent turnout, 
spelled the end of the last one- 
party state in Europe. The party 
of Labour has held power for 16 
years. 

Mr. Alia, the president and 
party leader, lost to a little- 
known engineer. Unofficial re- 
ports indicated he won only 36 
per cent of the vote in his contest 
with the Democrats' Franko 
Krrogi, 

Mr. Gjoni told reporters he did 
not know how badly Mr. Alia was 
beaten, but added that the Pam 
of Labour generally won 30-40 
per cent of the vote in the capital. 

Unofficial results early Mon- 
day also showed Communist 
Prime Minister Fatos Nano run- 
ning even with the Democrats' 
Sokrat Nesturi and Foreign 
Minister Muhamet Kaplfani easi- 
ly defeated by government sports 
official Albert Karriqi. who ran 
for tee Democrats. 

Mr. Gjoni said the Commun- 
ists are willing to cooperate with 
tee opposition in parliament, 
which will write a new constitu- 
tion aad must deal with the coun- 
try’s economic misery. 

But Sali Berisha. a co-leader of 
tee Democratic Party, told about 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Bishara denies GCC decided 
to suspend aid to Jordan, PLO 
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Abuse of Palestinians 
chan g in g — businessman 


(Continued on page 5) 


U.S. names firms, agents 
allegedly fronting for Iraq 


The move against Iraq on the 

Two for one special; 
happy April Fool’s Day 

FOR ALL THOSE Jordan Times readers who did not notice that 
yesterday was April I, we can only say happy fool’s day. It was 
really special. 

Sort of two for one, folks. The stories, "Another rose-red city 
near Petra?” that appeared on page one, and “Huge, glassy crater 
outside Amman baffles scientists" on page three, were concocted 
for tee purpose of not so much to trick or feed you untrue 
information. Rather, it was done so that you would have a good 
faugh either there and then or , better still, on the next day. If you 
fell for bote jokes, perfect. If just for one, we promise to improve 
next time. We do, of course, apologise for any inconvenience they 
may have caused any reader, especially those fellow journalists who 
called in for leads to further look into tee two stories. Apology 
aside, however, we hope everybody had a big, healthy laugh. See 
you next year. 


Communists win huge 
victory in Albania 







2iVliddle East News 

Capture of Afghan garrison 
morale booster for rebels 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A stunning 
Afghan guerrilla victory over 
government forces in Khost garri- 
son near Pakistan has given the 
rebels a huge psychological boost 
after two years of political and 
military stalemate, Afghan and 
Western analysts said Monday. 

Khost City fell to Mujahedeen 
fighters Sunday after the capture 
of the garrison's remaining air- 
field sparked a swift capitulation 
by thousands of defending sol-* 
diers. 

Within three hours of the air- 
field being seized most of the 
government forces had surren- 
dered. The last pockets of resist- 
ance were quelled by daylight on 
Monday, Mujahedeen spokes- 
man Najibullah Lafraie said. 

“This is a big achievement.” 
said Mr. Lafraie, information 
minister in the guerrilla 
govemment-in-exile in Pakistan. 
“I believe that it will be very 
difficult for the regime to recap- 
ture Khost.” 

The city's fall after a two-week 
offensive was strategically 
irrelevant, a Western diplomat in 
Islamabad said, but its political 
and psychological impact could 
be far reaching. 

“I am surprised. Nobody 
thought it would fell.” he said. 
“The Mujahedeen were surprised 
themselves that it fell so quickly.” 

Mujahedeen reported they had 
captured more than 2,500 soldiers 
and found between 500 and 600 
wounded soldiers and militiamen 
in the city. 

The Internationa] Committee 


of the Red Cross (ICRC), which- 
has a war hospital in the Pakistani 
city of Peshawar, sent a team of 
doctors to Khost on Monday to 
evaluate the position. 

An ICRC spokesman in Pesha- 
war said they had brought in two 
extra surgical teams to handle an 
expected influx of up to 200 badly 
wounded. 

The Afghan government news 
agency Bakhtar made no mention 
of Khost’s fell on Monday but ran 
a detailed account of Foreign 
Minister Abdul Wakil’s charge 
that Pakistan was directly in- 
volved in the fighting. 

Pakistan, which has been the 
main conduit for arms supplies to 
the guerrillas during the war. has 
denied the allegation. 

Khost garrison, lying isolated 
from other government forces ab- 
out 25 kilometres from the border 
with Pakistan, has withstood all 
previous assaults during 12 years 
of civil war. 

The Mujahedeen have had few 
successes in the fight to overthrow 
the government in Kabul since 
the last Soviet soldiers withdraw 
from Afghanistan two years ago. 

A major assault on the eastern 
city of Jalalabad turned into an 
expensive fiasco, while faction 
fighting among the Mujahedeen 
groups led to a political and 
military stalemate. 

The capture of one small pro- 
vincial capital in central Afgha- 
nistan last year ended with the 
victors butchering scores of de- 
fenders after they surrendered. 

This time Mujahedeen and 


tribal fighters related to the civi- 
lian population of Khost pledged 
there would be no retribution and 
guerrilla leader Sibghatullah Mo- 
jadidi formally requested the 
ICRC to intervene. 

Afghan analyst Naim Majrooh 
said the tribal fighters played a 
key role in the battle for Khost 
and were vital in persuading the 
defenders they would survive if 
they surrendered. 

Most ordinary soldiers were to 
be released within a few days, 
Mr. Lafraie said, but some offic- 
ers would stand trial for war 
atrocities. 

Mr. Majrooh said the Khost 
victory would strengthen the 
hand of the Mujahedeen in secret 
contacts with President Najibul- 
lah in Kabul. 

The United States, which has 
been the main provider of arms to 
the Mujahedeen throughout the 
war, has lost much of its interest 
in the conflict since the Soviet 
forces left. 

Moscow continues to prop up 
President Najibullah with arms 
and economic aid, but it has been 
negotiating with the United 
States on a mutual halt to arms 
shipments. 

Pakistan says that it too sup- 
ports a political settlement to the 
war. A senior Foreign Ministry 
official said he hoped Khost’s 
capture could spur the search for 
peace. 

“It will drive home for the 
other side that they have lost 
hope that time was on their side. 
This may break the logjam and I 
think the prospect for a political 
accord may brighten up.” 


Two U.S. sailors deny 
Gulf sabotage charges 


Asians 
demand role 
in post-war 
Gulf 

SEOUL (AP) — Asian and Paci- 

• fic developing nations should 
have a role in the Gulfs post-war 

’ rehabilitation, Indonesian Fore- 

■ ign Minister Ali Aiatas said Mon- 
day. 

- ■ Any new world order emerging 
after the Gulf war should hot 

' • infringe on individual nations' 

• rights, Chinese Vice Foreign 
Minister Liu Huaqiu added at the 

. opening session of the 17th gener- 
al meeting of the U.N. Economic 
and Social Commission for Asia 

• and the Pacific (ESCAP). 

"It is not only appropriate but 
indeed vital that this session of 
the Commission should address 
the major global issues such as 
the post-war Gulf rehabilitation 
and the participation of ESCAP 
developing nations in the pro- 
cess,” Mr. Aiatas said. 

Mr. Aiatas said many develop- 
ing nations in the ESCAP region 
suffered during the war because 
the Gulf was a major source of 

• oil, a growing export market and 1 
a major employer. 

Due partly to the Gulf war, the 
economies of many of these na- 
tions are expected to grow more 
slowly this year, probably not 
matching the average 5.4 per cent 
growth of 1990, he said. 

Mr. Liu said of the post-war 
world: "Such a new order, in our 
view, should recognise the right 
of every country to choose its 
own social system, ideology, eco- 
nomic mode and course of de- 
velopment in light of its own 
national conditions.” 

His remarks were seen as re- 
flecting China's veiled concern 
about “a pax Americana.” 

China will continue to build 
"socialism with Chinese charac- 
teristics” and strengthen a 
market-oriented economic sys- 
tem, he said. 

“Adherence to reform and 
opening-up will continue to be 
China's basic state policy.” he 
added. 

He indicated that China would 
open more of its coastal regions 
to foreign business, in addition to 
five special economic zones and 
14 coastal cities. 


SUBIC BAY, Philippines (R) — 
Two American sailors facing a 
court martial denied Monday 
they had tried to sabotage a U.S. 
aircraft carrier during the Gulf 
war in support of Iraq. 

Airman Apprentice Abdul 
Shaheed, 22, and Seaman 
Apprentice James Moss, 21, 
vehemently denied urging ship- 
mates on the Ranger to take the 
captain hostage on the first day of 
the war. 

“I have never supported Iraq 
or Saddam Hussein... I have al- 
ways opposed Saddam Hussein, 
Iraq and war in general,” Moss, 
from Columbus, Ohio, told a 
news conference in a cinema at 
the Subic naval base 80 
kilometres northwest of Manila. 

Shaheed, from Brooklyn, New 
York, and previously known as 
Kevin brothers, called himself a 
victim of incredible exaggeration, 
hysteria and paranoia.” 

He said he was arrested while 
praying abroad the ship the night 
the war started in January. 

"I am a quiet guy who likes to 
keep to myself and pray a lot... I 
never stopped doing my job and I 
did nothing but pray for a peace- 
ful solution to the war,” he said. 

The charge sheet against the 
two blacks said they "attempted 
to cause insubordination, dis- 
loyalty, mutiny or refusal of 
duty.” 

It accused them of “discussing 
with fa group of other blacks) and 
seeking their support of actions to 
hold hostage the ship's comman- 
ding officer or executive officer, 
sabotage of the ship’s aircraft 
catapult launch system and sabot- 
age of the ship’s engineering 
equipment in support of Muslim 
holy war (jihad) sponsored by 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
against the United States.” 

The date of their court martial 
is yet to be decided. 

The charges carry a maximum 
penalty of 10 years confinement^ 
dishonourable discharge and re- 
duction in rank. 

A third sailor, Danny Rober- 
son, was also questioned but a 
navy spokesman said initial inves- 
tigation found insufficient evi- 
dence to charge him. 

Moss and Shaheed appeared 
before the press in their naval 
uniforms. They sat quietly after 


reading their statements while 
their naval counsel, Lieutenant 
Brendan Ward and Victor Bera- 
son, answered questions. 

The two lawyers said nothing at 
all happened on the Ranger and 
that the two accused &d not 
commit any physical act. 

“Essentially what we are talk- 
ing about here is disloyal state- 
ments. Nothing happened and 
the two denied that they made 
the disloyal statements,” Bernson 
said. 

The Ranger bad about 5,000 
men on board. Its captain, Ernest 
Christensen, ordered Moss, 
Shaheed and Roberson flown to 
Subic after their questioning on 
Jan. 17. 

Moss said that before the wax 
he asked to be considered a con- 
scientious objector but still car- 
ried out all orders given him. 

He added: “I never intended to 
harm the ship or anyone on the 
ship. My only wish is to separate 
from the armed forces because of 
my religious conviction. ” 

"I truly believe that all of this is 
happening to me simply because I 
am a Muslim, Shaheed said. “Just 
because I am a Muslim, that does 
Dot mean that I support Saddam 
Hussein. I have never supported 
Saddam Hussein and I also never 
supported his invasion of Kuwait 
and his so-called ‘holy war’ 
against the United States and the 
rest of the coalition forces." " 

He said: “I never urged my 
shipmates to hold the USS Ran- 
ger's captain and executive offic- 
er hostage and I never told any- 
one to sabotage the ship's aircraft 
catapult launcher and engineer- 
ing equipment.” 

“The only reason I am here 
before you today is because some 
people on my ship and I guess 
some back in the U.S. preferred 
to think that all Muslims are evil. 
They do not understand Islam, 
and instead equate all Muslims 
with Saddam Hussein and his 
ruthless acts,” Shaheed said. 

Ward, one of the counsel, said 
parts of the testimony against the 
two came from Airman Appren- 
tice Greg Jones, also a black, who 
said he dreamed the Ranger had 
sunk and that it was because of 
activities by Shaheed and Moss. 

"In short, Jones is a very con- 
fused individual,” Ward said. 
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Shomron: 
Iran could 
pose nuclear 
threat 

TEL AVIV (R) — The outgoing 
head of Israel's armed forces said 
Sunday he was certain Iran was 
working towards nuclear capabil- 
ity which could threaten the Jew- 
ish state. 

Interviewed on educational 
television, Lieutenant-General 
Dan Shomron said the damage 
done ro Iraq's forces in the Gulf 
war had changed the balance of 
power in the region and removed 
a check on Iranian ambitions to 
spread Islamic revolution. 

“I have no doubt that it is 
developing in the nuclear field, it 
is also buying long-range mis- 
siles,” Gen. Shomron said. “We 
must keep an eye on Iran , it has 
the potential to threaten us.” 

In 1989 Iran said it had re- 
sumed construction of its 
Bushehr nuclear power plant, 
halted after the 1979 revolution 
but it has denied receiving help 
from Pakistan to build nuclear 
weapons. 

Iran contributes to hardline 
Palestinian groups and backs the 
fundamentalist Shiite Muslim 
Hizbollah movement which has 
repeatedly dashed with Israel 
and its allies iu South Lebanon. 

Some Israeli security officials 
also believe that Iranian funds 
have reached the Islamic Jihad 
group, fighting Israeli occupation 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Iran is some 1,000 km from 
Israel at its closest, about twice 
the distance from which Iraq fired 
its converted missiles into the 
Jewish state during the Gulf war. 

Foreign press reports say Israel 
has a stockpile of nuclear war- 
beads and the missiles with which 
to launch them. “I think we have 
a deterrent against her (Iran}. I 
have no doubt that we have a 
deterrent." Gen. Shomron said. 
He gave no details. 

New chief takes over 

Ehud Barak took office as the 
Israeli army’s chief of staff Mon- 
day telling his soldiers to expect 
“tough times" before peace 
reigns in the Middle East. 

The Israeli-born Barak, 49, 
who climbed to feme as an under- 
cover commando trooper, re- 
places Gen. Shomron. 

The changeover ceremony was 
held at Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir's office, where the Israeli 
leader officially promoted Barak 
to the rank of lieutenant-general 
and pinned the insignia to his 
shoulder. 

In his parting words, Gen. 
Shomron alluded to his fight to 
preserve the ethics of Israeli sol- 
diers through the Palestinian up- 
rising. 

Gen. Shomron said he “re- 
garded the Israeli defence forces 
as more than a sophisticated wax 
machine .... and having a strong 
sense of purpose and a high level 
of morality.” 

Gen. Barak published a written 
order of the day for the troops 
saying “on the road to a desired 
peace the Israeli defence forces 
still faces tough times .. our for- 
bearance, initiative and strength 
is what will tilt the balance.” 


Kirkuk devastated by rebellion 


By WaCa Amr 
The Associated Press 

KIRKUK — Charred bodies lay 


in the streets. Houses, shops and 
government buildings are bat- 
tered by shellfire. But the govern- 
ment is firmly in control of this oil 
city that was the proudest con- 
quest of Kurdish rebels. 

Officials took Western repor- 
ters on a 90-minute tour of Kir- 
kuk Sunday, displaying damage 
they said was caused during the 
rebel occupation as well as by the 
fight to reclaim it. 

Government officials said it 
took two hours last Thursday to 
recapture Kirkuk, a city of 
500.000 people located 240 
kilometres north of Baghdad. Re- 
bels had taken it on March 19. 

The army was dearly in control 
on Sunday, when reporters spent 
more than 90 minutes roaming its 
streets, sometimes without gov- 
ernment officials. 

Soldiers relaxed in the shade of 
tanks eating their lunch. An army 
helicopter flew overhead. 

There was no sound of gunfire. 
Tamira Province Governor 
Hashem AI Majid said the rebels 
were at least 50 kilometres away. 

But the dty itself was devas- 
tated. 

Near the city's entrance lay 
three bodies, one of a child. Flies 
swarmed over the bodies, which 
were burned beyond recognition. 

“They were left there because 
we have no cars left to carry them 


and bury them," said Mayor Ma- 
jid. 

Residents said many more peo- 
ple had died inside the city. 

Ali Hussein, a merchant, said 
he had seen 500 bodies removed 
from a downtown side street. 

He also said rebels holding the 
city searched for members of 
President Saddam Hussein’s rul- 
ing Baath Party and executed 
them. 

More than a dozen burned cars 
and trucks, one with a corpse still 
inside, littered a main street lead- 
ing to the dty centre. 

Many houses along the way 
were burned or partly demolished 
by what residents said was a 
fierce but brief battle between the 
army's tanks and artillery and the 
rebels’ light anus and rocket 
launchers. 

The owner of the Qasr Kirkuk 
Hotel, who did not give his name, 
said rebels fired rocket launchers 
at the Iraqi army from the roof of 
the hotel. 

Most streets were nearly de- 
serted. Residents said many fled 
residents had when the fighting 
started, but that some were start- 
ing to drift back. 

Shops, restaurants, ware- 
houses, hotels, government 
buildings and schools had been 
looted and burned, their floors a 
shambles of shattered glass and 
burned documents, furniture and 
equipment. 


Sandbags stood before several 
government buildings, where re- 
sidents said guards had been gun- 
ned down by the guerrillas. 

“The guards put up a fierce 
confrontation, bnt they were kil- 
led,” said a man who would not 
give his name. 

One shopkeeper said all the 
gold in the jewelry market had 
been stolen during the city’s 

ordeal. Reporters saw empty jew- 
lry boxes on the floors. 

Walls’ foroughout the dty car- 
ried scrawled slogans in Arabic. 
Kurdish and Faisi, the Iranian 
tongue. 



dent Saddam. Others in Kurdish 
were anti-government slogans. 

One brick wail where President 
Saddam's portrait once stood had 
been almost demolished. 

Mayor Majid said that as well 
as Kurds, the rebels included 
supporters of the monarchy over- 
thrown in the 1950s and Iranian- 
backed Islamic radicals. 

He said some had infiltrated 
into the dty before the rebels 
captured it ou March 19. 

• 

The merchant Hussein said be 
had seen Iranians among the re- 
bels. “1 saw one with an Iranian 
ID and Iranian money,” he said. 

Iran has denied aiding the re- 
bels, but many Iraqi exiles who 
had fled to Iran in past years are 
believed to have returned to join 
the rebellion. 


U.S. envoy 
calls for 
unconditional 
hostage 
release 

BEIRUT (R) t- The IJ.S. 
ambassador to Lebanon discus- 
sed the issue of Western hostages 
with President Elias Hrawi Mon- 
day and called for them to be 
freed unconditionally. 

Asked about speculation a hos- 
tage release was imminent. 
Ambassador Ryan Crocker told 
reporters: “This ... is an issue of 
extreme concern to the govern- 
ment and people of the United 
States. It is one that I am perso- 
nally committed to doing any- 
thing I can to bring to resolution. 

"There has been a lot of talk 
and speculation in the press and I 
can't tell you what if anything is 
behind it. But what I can tell you 
is that the time has long since 
passed for the immediate and 
unconditional release of all the 
hostages.” 

Asked whether there were any 
solid reports of an American or 
European hostage coming out, 
Mr. Crocker declined to com- 
ment. 

The Golf war and improved 
relations between the West and 
Iran and Syria have increased 
hopes the Western hostages 
would soon be released. 

Diplomats and Muslim fun- 
damentalist officials say there is 
no sign of an imminent release of 
the 12 Westerners believed kid- 
napped in Lebanon. Most are 
held by pro-Iranian militants. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Military vessels enter Suez Canal 

PORT SAID (AP) — Two German minehunters and a support 
ship entered the Suez Canal Monday on their way to the Gulf to 
help dear mines in Kuwaiti waters, a canal official said. The 
official identified the two German minehunters as the Marbnrg 
and Koblenz. He said they were accompanied by the support ship 
Freiburg. Also in the same convoy was a French landing ship, the 
Ouragan. On March 10, three other German mine-control vessels 
transited the canal. They were foe minehunters Goettingen and 
Paderbom and the mine sweeper Schleswig. They were accompa- 
nied by foe support ship Donau. Iraq reportedly sowed hundreds 
of mines in the Gulf after it invaded Kuwait Aug. 2. The U.S. 
navy and other allies have been partidpating in trying to dear 
mines from the approaches to Kuwait. Their efforts are hampered 
by oil spillage in the waters and dense smoke from some 600 
Kuwaiti oil wells. 

Iran pardons or cuts sentences for 124 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
has agreed to pardon or cut foe sentences of 124 prisoners to mark 
the anniversary of foe founding of foe modern Islamic state of 
Iran. Tehran Radio said foe 124, sentenced by Islamic revolution 
"public courts and military courts, were from 15 cities. It did not 
name their crimes. Iran proclaimed itself an Islamic republic on 
April 1 1979 after foe overthrow of foe Shah. 

Libya denies Ethiopian charge 

NICOSIA (R) — Libya denied Monday charges by Addis Ababa 
that Libyans have been fighting alongside rebels in northern 
Ethiopia. The offidal Libyan news agency JANA described as 
“totally unfounded a report on Ethiopian state radio last Friday 
saying four Libyan soldiers were among Tigre People’s Liberation 
Front (TPLF) rebels killed in recent fighting in Go jam province. 
As we categorically deny this report ... we ask in who's interest 
does foe Ethiopian radio circulate such a report, which is totally 
unfounded.” It reiterated that Libya had nothing to do with the 
situation in Ethiopia and that its policy was not to intervene in the 
internal affairs of “brotherly and friendly countries.” Relations 
between Tripoli and Addis Ababa has deteriorated with Ethiopia 
believing Libya is arming rebels fighting to oust foe government 
of President Mengistu Haile Mariam. On March 22, Ethiopia 
expelled two Sudanese and two Libyan diplomats, including 
Libya’s Ambassador Khalifa Bazelya, on foe grounds they 
threatened national security. 


More than one-quarter of U.S. troops gone from Gulf 


RIYADH (AP) — The United 
States is trying to maintain its 
withdrawal of roughly 3,000 
troops a day from the region 
while awaiting a permanent ceas- 
efire, military officials say. 

More than one-quarter of the 
American troops have departed 
and foe number remaining has 
already dropped to under 400,000 
from a peak of 540.000, foe U.S. 
central command said. 

The U.S. VTI corps, up to 
100,000 troops, is in occupied 
Iraq. It will remain until the 
United Nations approves a for- 
mal ceasefire, which could come 
as early as this week. 

The 1st infantry division and 
the 3rd armoured division are 
patrolling foe demarcation line 
established by a temporary ceasefire 


agreement on March 3. A divi- 
sion usually has between 11,000 
and 17,000 troops. 

They would be withdrawn from 
Iraq within a matter of days after 
a permanent ceasefire is signed, 
according to Gen. H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, the commander of 
U.S. forces in foe theatre. 

Officials here indicated that the 
Americans are anxious to get 
home to avoid being pulled into 
Iraq’s civil war. Such involvement 
would carry foe risk of casualties 
and could mean a drawn-out pre- 
sence as an occupying force, plus 
foe responsibility of caring for 
refugees fleeing foe fighting. 

These are seen by many in the 
military as the mistakes of Viet- 
nam, and despite criticism from 


some circles, the U.S. govern- 
ment has refused to intervene to 
help the rebels. 

Thousands of civilians are 
pouring into the American- 
controlled area seeking food and 
medical care for their wounds. 

There has been no fighting 
between foe Americans and Ira- 
qis, who are eyeball -to-eyeball 
across the demarcation line. 

“I don't thinle the Iraqi army 
wants to start a war with us,” said 
Major General Thomas G. 
Rhame, commander of the 1st 
infantry division. 

U.S. officials said the number 
of refugees fluctuates. "We’re 
trying to avoid large concentra- 
tions,” said one official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. “The 


more you provide, the more de- 
pendent they get on you. We 
don’t want to establish refugee 
camps.” 

Some U.S. troops, including 
medical and other reservists, 
have complained about having to 
stay on duty to guard the de- 
marcation line and treat Iraqi 
civilians and prisoners of war. 


“We’ll wait until we get a 
formal ceasefire, then we’ll with- 
draw,” said one military offidal. 
“Until then we’re obligated to 
provide humanitarian aid.” 
Once the Americans leave, the 
offidal said, it is hoped that aid 
organisations under the umbrella 
of the International Committee 
of foe Red Cross will fill the 
vacuum. 


Mitchell 
urges U.S. 
to down 
Iraqi 

helicopters 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
leader of the majority Democrat; 
in the Senate Sunday urged Presi- 
dent George Bush to order U.S 
forces in the Gulf to shoot dowr 
Iraqi helicopters being used by 
Iraq to attack rebels. 

Senate majority leader George 
Mitchell added his voice to 
growing chorus seeking actior 
from U.S. forces that would stop.. 
Iraq from using gunships agairisr 
dissident Kurds in .the north a no 
Shiite Muslims in the south. 

However, apart from the heli-. 
copters Mr. Mitchell backed Mr.' 
Bush’s policy of staying out of the 
fighting in Iraq. 

The White House declared last, 
week U.S. forces would take no 
action to prevent Iraq's govern-, 
ment from using helicopters and* 
U.S. officials said Sunday foe poti- 
cy had not changed. r 

Mr. Bush is under almost noi 
domestic political pressure to in - 1 
tervene directly in foe unrest £ 
gripping Iraq by supporting either * 
group of insurgents. 

Criticism of the president's : 
hands-off policy on Iraq in the 
aftermath of the Gulf war is 
largely confined to newspaper 
editorials and scholars on Middle ■ 
East affairs, many of whom com- • 
plain that having repeatedly in- j 
cited the Iraqis to overthrow the ‘ 
government he should now help 1 
those trying to do so. 

Mr. Mitdiell, a Maine Demo- . 
crat, echoed the feeling of most in - 
Congress when he said on NEO- 
TV’S “meet foe press”: "I think 
the policy of non-intervention 
generally is a correct one.” 

However, he added: “X wish 
they would enforce the original 
policy of not permitting any air- 
craft, fixed-wing or helicopter, to 
operate against the rebels.” 

“The clear intent at foe outset 
was to prohibit the use of aircraft 
which might threaten American 
forces, and that was both fixed- 
wing and helicopters, from oper- 
ating. 1 think we should enforce 
that policy.” 

U.S. forces have shot down 
two Iraqi jets since a temporary 
ceasefire began on Feb. 28 be- 
cause they violated a ban on foe 
use. of warplanes to which Iraq 
has agreed. But helicopters being 
used as gunships have not been 
shot down. 

President Bush, speaking to 
reporters aboard Air Force One, 
would only say in response to Mr. 
Mitchell’s comments: “Always 
glad to have his opinion. Glad to 
hear from him.” 

Mr. Bush also refused to com- 
ment on National Security Advis- 
er Brent Scowcroft’s two-day 
Middle East trip last week. The 
London Sunday Express said foe 
trip was part of an effort to win 
foe release of Western hostages 
in Lebanon. 

General Norman Schwarzkopf, 
the allied commander in foe Gulf, 
said in a television interview last 
week he had been “tricked” into 
allowing the use of Iraqi helicop- 
ters over Iraq. 

He said Iraqi officers told him 
foe helicopters were needed to 
transport government officials 
because so many roads and 
bridges in Iraq had been des- 
troyed by allied bombing. 

White House officials have said 
U.S. troops will not take sides in 
Iraq’s civil war though they hold a 
large section of southern Iraq. 

“I don’t think the United 
States can intervene in every in- 
ternal conflict, however despic- 
able the circumstances may be” 
Mr. Mitchell said. 

Mr. Mitchell said be believed - 
Saddam Hussein would eventual- 
ly be removed as leader of Iraq. 

“It’s clearly now foe view of a 
large number of Iraqis, certainly 
foe Shiites, who are a majority in 
foe country, the Kurds hi the 
north. I think eventually it has to 
penetrate the ruling party, which 
involves his supporters, the Baath 
Party and others,” he asserted. 
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CHURCHES 

SL M«7 oTNazanfb Cbarch, Swdfleh 
Tel. 8107-40. j „ , 

Assemblies or God dura, Tel. 
632785. 685326. _ 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Ammndatloa Td. 
637440. 

De la Se t 1 * Cbnreh Tel. 661757 
TcmnBU Church Tel: 622366 
Cbnreh of the Araandstka Td. 
623541. 

AngPcan Church Td. 625383 , Tel. 
628543 . 

AnBentaa CathoBc Church Tel- 


771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church TeL 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Chord) Td. 771751. 

Amman Inter nationa l Church Tel. 
685326. 

Evangdkal Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Chmch of Jesoi Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817. 654932. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deputroeat of 
Meteorology. 

ft null be warm and dusty and some 
clouds will appear at different alti- 
tudes. Winds wiD be southeasterly fight 
to moderate. In Aqaba, it will be dusty 
with northerly moderate winds and 
calms seas 

MiuJuuu. temp. 
Amman 12/25 


Aqaba 16/32 

Deserts 10/24 

Jordan VaDey 16/30 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 24, Aqaba 30- Humkfity readiap; 
Amman 28 per cent, Aqaba 20 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

_ NIGHTDUiy 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Khafckxiu KJoub 826919 

Dr. FayezJallouqa 624207 

Dr. Khalil Abdul Oadcr ......... 795392 

Dr. Ahmad AlNaiour 653934 

Funs pharmacy 661912 

Ferdowi pharmacy 778336 


AI Asetna pharmacy 637055 

Naironkfa pharmacy 623672 

AI Snlam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisam pharmacy 637660 

KBIEk 

Dr.ZadAlAfaj <— ) 

Al Staaraa' pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Fadd (— ) 

Khatfcfa pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre «... 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Gvil Defence Immediate 


Rescue. 630341 

Qvfl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192, 621111, 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 773121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PuMic Security Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints ...... 7 . 787111 

Telephone Information 

(diimory assistance) 121 

OveneasCaDs 010230 

Central Amman Teleph on e 
Repairs 623101 


Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television ...,773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Elecuidtjr Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen AHalnd, Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: ' 

Hussein Mecfical Centre ..... 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Asm... 644281/6 
AkOch Maternity, J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabai Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas,J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Standsaai .......... 664171/4 

Shmeisam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 


AI-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-AhB, Abdali 664164ft 

Itafian, Al-Muhajrceo 777101/3 

AHSasMr, J. Aahnfieh 775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/13 

Queen Alia Hospital ......... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

Ibn Situ Hospital (09)986732 

DUUD: 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn AlNafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: ^ 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

market prices 

price in Bbs per kg. 

APP** 

Banana 500 / 450 







Banana (Mukanmur) ... 
Beans 

450/400 

850/750 


Cabbage 

140/100 
700/ 150 


Carrot 


Cauliflower ..................... 

Cucumbers (large) 

Cucumbers (small) 

170/120 

250/200 

400/350 

£ ? 
I- 7' 

Date* 

1000/900 
vn / -xp 

J i 





Garlic 

600 / 500 
25W200 






Lemon 

230/220 
130/100 
250 / 200 
460/400 
300/250 


3* 

Lettuce (pear one) .... 

Marrow Huge) — 

Marrow (small) .... 


s 

! '3 




140/100 
350 / 250 
650 / 550 

g 

Orange.... 

Pepper (hot) 

4 

1 1 

Potato - 

Radish — . 

260/200 
130/100 
4oq/ aon 



Sage 



Spiuich 

130/ 80 
360 / 300 


jg £ 

Tomatoes 


1 % 


l’ 
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Jordan, Libya discuss 
trade, economic ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
and Libyan teams Monday 
opened talks here designed to 
promote trade and economic ties 
between the two countries and 
pave the way for the signing of 
new agreements on trade ex- 
changes. 

Ibrahim Bad ran, the head of 
die Jordanian side to the talks, 
emphasised the need for Libya to 
bolster their trade and economic 
cooperation, and said that the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade in 
Jordan was following a set of 
plans to achieve that goal. 

Saleh A1 Sheikhi. who heads 
the Libyan ream, addressed the 
meeting by underlining the im- 
portance for the two sides to 
exchange visits by officials and 
businessmen to promote trade, to 
help achieve economic integra- 
tion in the Arab World. 

Mr. Sheikhi, who is also in 
charge of import-export opera- 
tions in Libya, said during his 
visit to Jordan that he would tour 
Jor dan ian industries and examine 
the prospecr of ordering Jorda- 
nian products for the Libyan mar- 
ket to replace those imported 
from foreign countries. 

Mr. Ibrahim Badran, who is 
also Ministry of Industry and 
Trade secretary- general, paid a 
visit to Libya last month and said 
that the two countries would be 


updating a biiaterai trace aaree- 
raem signed in 197S. 

He said that during his fcur- 
day visit to Libya he had discus- 
sed various economic and trade 
issues with Libyan officials and 
had toured production centres. 

The two sides are expected to 
reach agreement on setting up 
Jordanian and Libyan trade cen- 
tres in Tripoli and Amman and to 
organise joint trade exhibitions ir. 
the wo capitals to promote the 
sale of national predicts in either 
country. Mr. Badran added. 

He said that initial agreement 
was reached with Libya on 
businessmen from the two sides 
meeting and discussing the pros- 
pect of launching joint ventures. 

He said that Jordanian pro- 
ducts were popular in Libyan 
markets and that several pro- 
ducts, like chemicals, iron and 
steel had a good market in Jor- 
dan. 

According :o Mr. Badran. full 
agreements between the two 
sides can only be signed by the 
Joint Jordanian Libyan Higher 
Committee during its meeting in 
Amman later this month. 

The Libyan team, which is to 
spend several days in Jordan for 
talks, will also tour a number cf 
economic and trade centres and 
industrial projects around the 
countrv. 


Recent rainstorm 
unprecedented 
in 30 years 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The rain- 
storm which hit Jordan on March 
22 brought in quantities of rain to 
the southern regions of Jordan 
unprecedented in 30 years, 
according to the Director of the 
'Department of Meteoroiogy Ali 
Abanda. 

Mr. Abanda said that the rain- 
storm. which caused wi descale 
destruction of public and private 
property, brought in 240 mil- 
limetres of ram in some areas of 
the Karak, ” Maan and Tafileh 
govemorates, nearly four times 
die annual average amounts of 
rain fall. 

Meanwhile, repair teims are 
reported hard at work in the 




stricken regions mending roads 
and bridges and restoring water 
anti telephone services. 

Apart from the Ministry of 
Public WorVs. groups y‘ iocal 
contractor, have been asked to 
participate in the road repair 
work which, according to local 
officials, would t3ke two more 
weeks to complete. 

Khaled Bawaitz, acting gov- 
ernor of Tafileh, toured various 
sites where work is going on and 
was told that Water and Irriga- 
tion Ministry teams had been 
supplying water to the region 
through a temporary network be- 
cause the main system was still 
under repair. 



Dr. Khaled Abu Rumman (right), bead of the Chest Diseases 
Department at the Ministry of Health, Monday is interviewed by a 
Petra reporter on tuberculoids in Jordan (Petra photo) 

Ministry of Health plans 
to eradicate tuberculosis 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Health 
Ministry last year discovered 301 
tuberculosis cases in the King- 
dom, 39 of them being non- 
Jordanians working in the coun- 
try. The total number of tubercu- 
losis cases under treatment was 
540, according to Dr. Khaled 
Abu Rumman, head of the minis- 
try's Chest Diseases Department. 

However, thanks to an inten- 
sive plan that has been in force 
since 1&S3, the number of cases 
continues to drop, said Abu 
Rumman in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Monday. 

“The Health Military's plan, 
which has been implemented in 
two stages, has targetted groups 
more susceptible to tuberculosis, 
like children, and the ministry has 
gone u long way towards eradicat- 
ing the disease m Jordan," Abu 
Rumman explained. 

“During the first stage of the 
plan (1983-1988) the ministry suc- 
ceeded in reducing the spread of 
the disease to less than one per 
cent for the six-year age group, 
while immunisation was con- 
tinuing for ali citizens." Abu 
Rumman said. 

During the second five-year 
stag; cf the plan, which is still 
going on, the Health Ministry last 
year succeeded in reducing the 
rate of tuberculosis infection to 
half per cent, down from 0.8 per 
cent in 1982. 

“In the second phase of the 
plan, the ministry aims at cover- 
ing the 14-year age group, at 
bringing down the rate of infec- 
tion among them to less than one 
per cent, and at in during im- 
munisation to nearly 90 per cent 
of the first elementary' dass stu- 
dents in private and government 


schools," Abu Rumman said. 

“The process of discovering 
new cases of tuberculosis is con- 
ducted in two forms and in the course 
of the Ministry of Health's deter- 
mined move to bring about 100 
per cent cure to those infected by 
the disease," Abu Rumman said. 

The Health Ministry concen- 
trates its search among the aged, 
inhabitants of densely populated 
areas, worker groups who mingle 
with the non-Jordanian workers, 
workers in restaurants, hotels and 
hairdressers. 

“On the other hand, the minis- 
try conducts continuous checking 
and examination of persons refer- 
red to hospitals by health centres 
and of non-Jordanians arriving 
here for work." Abu Rumman 
added. 

He said that last year registered 
a decline in the number of those 
infected by tuberculosis as fewer 
non-Jordanian workers arrived in 
the recent years, and also as a 
result of the Health Ministry's 
strenuous efforts to deal with the 
disease and eradicate h from Jor- 
dan. 

Dr. Abu Rumman said that the 
health centres in the Kingdom 
last year provided immunisation 
against tuberculosis to nearly 

67,000 pupils. Also in the course 
of the anti-tuberculosis plan, the 
health centres last year took, near- 
ly 82,000 X-ray pictures. 

. The Health Ministry's health 
centres around the Kingdom 
offer free treatment against the 
disease although an integrated 
course of the treatment of one 
case costs at least JD 50, Abu 
Rumman said. 

He said that the five-year plans 
are expected to continue until 
eradication has been achieved. 


League of the Red Cross, Red 
Crescent appeals for aid for Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The League 
of foe Red Cross and Red Cres- 
cent Societies in Geneva has 
issued an appeal to various na- 
tions to ensure the sum of 30 
million Swiss francs to help fi- 
nance relief supplies for the Iraqi 
people, victim of the Gulf war. 

An appeal by Par Stenback, 
general secretary for the League 
of the Red Cross and Red Cres- 
cent Societies, said that the sum 
was needed for the purchase of 
urgent supplies of food and medi- 
cine which will be channelled 
through the Iraqi National Red 
Crescent Society. 

Mr. Stenback said that the 
raids on Iraq had caused wide 
scale devastation of its infrastruc- 
ture and the sanctions imposed 
on Iraq, for its occupation of 
Kuwait, brought about the deple- 
tion of the stored food supplies 
and essential requirements, for 
the Iraqi people. 

Mr. Stenback’s appeal was 
issued in light of a report by 
Abdul Halim Sanousi. a league 
envoy who visited Iraq in order ro 
determine the needs of the peo- 
ple there in the wake of the Gulf 
war. 

Mr. Sanousi, who was accom- 


panied on the tour by representa- 
tives from the Iraqi National Red 
Crescent Society, submitted a de- 
tailed report to the Geneva head- 
quarters about the present situa- 
tion in Iraqi cities, according to a 
spokesman for the Jordan 
National Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS) which is now hosting 
Mr. Sanousi. 

He said that Mr. Sanousi would 
have talks with JNRCS officials 
on ways to streamline the process 
of sending relief supplies to Bagh- 
dad through Amman. 

Mr. Sanousi met with Dr. 
Mohammad Mutlaq AI Hadid, 
JNRCS vice-president, and dis- 
cussed with him the prospect of 
opening an office for the league 
in Amman and another one in 
Baghdad to help carry out relief 
of operations. 

According to the JNRCS, the 
president of the League of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
has entrusted Mr. Bassam AJ 
Hadid with supervising the 
league’s mission in Baghdad. Mr. 
Bassam Hadid has, to date, 
served as director of the evacuees 
camps operated by the JNRCS in 
Jordan. 


The league had closely worked 
with the JNRCS in Jordan during 
the Gulf crisis in setting up camps 
and caring for the evacuees who 
flooded Jordan. 

In another development, 
JNRCS Monday seat its 26th 
relief mission to Iraq, according 
to Dr. Hadid. 

Dr. Hadid said the mission 
carried 190 tonnes of food, milk 
and medicines, 35,000 skin bags 
and 350.000 pills to be used for 
water purification purposes, all 
presented by Save the Children 
Fund in Britain. 

Dr. Hadid affirmed the keen- 
ness and readiness of the JNRCS 
to support the Iraqi Red Crescent 
Society’s efforts and said that be 
had extensive contacts with rep- 
resentatives of several interna- 
tional humanitarian organisations 
in attempts to secure philanthro- 
pic assistance to Iraq. 

On Monday, an Iraqi Red 
Crescent official met here in Am- 
man with a delegation represent- 
ing the Gulf peace team. Mr. 
Khaled Abdul Hamid, director of 
the International Affairs at the 
Iraqi society, briefed the delega- 
tion on Iraq's needs of humanita- 
rian aid. 


Mr. Abdul Hamid and the de- 
legation members agreed to hold 
a meeting here next week to be 
attended by all non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) in Amman 
to coordinate their humanitarian 
efforts in assisting the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

The Gulf peace team has sent 
several convoys carrying relief 
supplies to Baghdad in coordina- 
tion with JNRCS. 

In another development, the 
public organisations and societies 
of the Arab and Islamic com- 
munities in Belgium and the 
Netherlands have contributed SI 
million to the Iraqi people and 
the victims of the war. 

Head of the Palestinian com- 
munity in Belgium, Dr. Majed 
Issa who returned to Amman 
from Baghdad Monday, after de- 
livering the relief supplies along 
with an Arab Islamic delegation 
to the concerned Iraqi author- 
ities, said the relief supplies in- 
cluded medicine and medical sup- 
plies worth 5651,000 and chil- 
dren’s milk and food staff worth 
$138,000. The rest of the sum was 
handed to the concerned Iraqi 
authorities. 


Iraqi relief group appeals 
for world humanitarian help 


AMMAN (R) — A top Iraqi aid 
official complained of slow world 
response in offering humanitarian . 
assistance to his war-blasted 
country and warned that 
epidemics could spread across its 
frontiers. 

"I appeal to world humanita- 
rian agencies to play a bigger role 
in assisting the Iraqi people and 
to speed up this process," Ameed 
.Khaled Abdul Hamid, head of 
foreign relations ai the Iraqi Red 
Crescent, told Renters on Mon- 
day. 

“If we compare the help they 
offered to other disaster and war 
areas in recent history, we feel 
that their assistance to Iraq, in 
view of the level of destruction 
caused during the war, is well 
below the need,” he said. 


“They have to move quickly 

because a spread of epidemics, 
coupled with malnutrition among 
many children and lack of medi- 
cines and vaccines, could, God 
forbid, lead to the spread of 
diseases that will not only affect 
Iraq, but also nearby countries," 
be added. 

A United Nations report last 
monlb said the U.S.-led coalition 
bombed Iraq back to the pre- 
industrial age during the six-week 
war. 

It said the country of 18 million 
people needed huge quantities of 
staple foods, fuel and other 
emergency supplies to avert 
starvation and disease. # It also 
needs energy, to preserve and 
distribute foot! and medicines. 


purify water, pump sewage and 
irrigate crops. 

Western relief agencies say 
there will be a danger of cholera 
and typhoid as the summer heat 
begins. 

There have already been re- 
ports of acute cases of diarrhoea, 
hepatitis and meningitis. Western 
doctors, alter visits to Iraq, have 
spoken of malnutrition like that 
caused by famine in Sunday. 

On March 22, the U.N. eased 
the trade embargo imposed on 
Iraq after its August 2 invasion of 
Kuwait to allow food, medicine 
and other essential supplies to be 
sent. 

Abdul Hamid said nations 
which confiscated consignments 
of medicines and food bought by 
Iraq before August 2 should re- 


lease them immediately. 

He said these shipments were 
worth millions of dollars and he 
urged Red Cross and Red Cres- 
cent societies in the countries 
concerned to tell their govern- 
ments to reverse the orders. 

Abdul Hamid will travel to 
Geneva on Tuesdy for a meeting 
with the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the 
League of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies to discuss re- 
lief for Iraq and define each 
others’ role in the delivery pro- 
cess. 

The ICRC was already laun- 
ched a relief operation from Jor- 
dan, die only reliable route to 
Iraq. It is also supervising an 
exchange of prisoners of war held 
by Iraq and the allies. 


Hope of quick withdrawals 
from Kuwaiti banks set back 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Tima Staff Reporter • 

AMMAN — Expatriates’ hopes 
that they would be able to with- 
draw their savings and deposits in 
Kuwaiti banks following Iraq's 
withdrawal from the emirate have 
suffered a serious setback as it 

has become dear that the Kuwaiti 
government only plans to allow 
limited and conditional withdraw- 
als from the accounts for some 
months to come; and outward 
transfers are not permitted at all. 

“1 have left behind over 40,000 
Kuwaiti dinars in three banks in 
Kuwait," said a Jordanian en- 
gineer who returned to Amman 
in October, three months after 
the Iraqis entered Kuwait. “I was 
hoping that 1 would be able to 
issue a cheque and withdraw the 
money, but 1 am now told that I 
have to be personally present in 
Kuwait, and I would be allowed 
to withdraw around 2,000 dinars 
a month." said the engineer 
agreeing to be identified only as 
Akram. 

Banking officials said there was 
very little communication with 


Kuwaiti banks and it appeared 
that there was a standing regula- 
tion which demanded that the 
account holder or an immediate 
family member should be perso- 
nally "present to make withdraw- 
als. Exception to this rule is mads 
to Kuwaiti passport holders. 

“We have been informed that 
the Central Bank of Kuwait is not 
authorising any foreign transfers 
from expatriates' accounts in 
Kuwaiti banks," said a senior 
executive at a Jordanian bank. 
According to this executive, with- 
drawals are limited to 2.W.XI di- 
nars per account per month, but 
some others said the limit was 

4.000 dinars. 

Mohammad, another expatri- 
ate, said he had sent a cheque 
through a non-Arab to be cashed 
at a Kuwaiti bank, but the with- 
drawal was not allowed. 

"They will no: grant me per- 
mission to return to Kuwait and 
they will not permit cashing of a 
cheque through another person." 
he lamented. "Whal am I sup- 
posed to do?" 

Many Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian expatriates left Kuwait dur- 


ing tile seven-month Gulf crisis 
with little cash with them. Those 
who maintained accounts outside 
Kuwait were lucky since the 
freezing of all foreign accounts of 
residents of Kuwait ordered by 
the L’.N. was lifted last month. 

A senior official said the Jorda- 
nian government was following 
up the issue, but there was little 
hope of an immediate break- 
through to enable the tens of 
thousands of expatriates now- in 
the Kingdom to recover their 
savings and deposits. 

No' definite figure is available 
on the actual amount held in 
deposit and saving accounts of 
Jordanian expatriates in Kuwait. 
Some reports have put the figure 
at around S2.5 billion to S3 bil- 
lion. 

A report prepared by the Eco- 
nomic and Social Commission tor 
West Asia (ESCWaj — a United 
Nations Agency — estimated that 
Jordanian expatriates had lost ab- 
out $a billion in bank accounts 
and assets in Kuwait. 

Many Jordanians have been 
living in Kuwait Jo: decade*, and 
what they lost represents life sav- 
ings 


"I think sooner or later the 
Kuwaiti authorities win permit 
full withdrawals." said a banking 
official. "Right now. thev are 
apparently trying to assess the 
situation and arc hesitant to allow 
any big amounts to leave the 
country." 

One of the first announcements 
made by the Kuwaiti monetary 
authorities following the end of 
the Gulf war in early March sasJ 
ail entries — deposit or withdraw- 
al — made in any account in any 
bank in Kuw ait since Aug. 2 were 
considered null anJ void and 
banks would deal with its clients 
as if the accounts weie (riven as 
of Aug. 2. 

"This m:iv be to the advantage 
of some people who tn.i:i.i.‘ l cd to 
withdraw- part of then money 
duiing the crisis." saiJ Moham- 
mad. "But a majoniv •’«. the 
expatriates leu behind huge sums 
in the banks vttli hopes that kill 
withdrawals would he allowed .it 
some point m tune. Until then 
there is tittle people like me can 
do other than hoping that w -■ -•-in 
withdraw our money sooner tha:: 
later." 


University for girls 
stirs controversy, but 
is generally accepted 


Boston 
University 
conducts study 
on Gulf war 
environmental 
impact 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The devasta- 
tion wrought by the Gulf war on 
the environment of the region 
will be assessed by Boston Uni- 
versity geologist Farouk AI Baz 
next month when he directs a 
scientific fact-finding mission to 
the area. 

Appointed by the Third World 
Academy of Sciences, Mr. AI Baz 
is leading a team to survey the 
immediate and long-term impact 
on the atmosphere from the soot 
and sulphur emissions from oil 
well fires, on the Gulf water, 
marine life and beaches from oil 
spills, and on land from the dig- 
ging of trenches and berms as well 
as disturbances to the desert sur- 
face from military operations in 
the region. 

Mr. AI Baz discusses the possi- 
ble environmental impacts of the 
war in the current issue of Science 
(March 8, 1991). He says that the 
breakup of the desert surface will 
likely cause sand storms and the 
formation of new dune fields, 
which will threaten roads, air- 
ports, and even whole communi- 
ties. 

The Egyptian -born expert on 
remote sensing has studied the 
impact of war on land in the Sinai 
Peninsula following the conflict 
of 1973 and on the Persian Gulf 
waters from oil spills that resulted 
from the Iran-Iraq war. He is now 
gathering preliminary informa- 
tion from scientists located in the 
region in preparation for his field 
studies next month. 


Rebellion 

(Con tinned from page ]) 

fighting in them. They just want 
food, water, shelter, peace and 
quiet," another U.S. officer said. 

U.S. officers said Basra and 
other southern towns were now 
surrounded by tanks after Iraqi 
troops used helicopter gunships 
and heavy artillery to regain con- 
trol. 

The Egyptian construction 
workers said the Shiite rebels had 
weapons from Iran and were 
backed by Iranian fighters. 
“Some of them had the green 
head bands like the Iranians of 
the (1979 Islamic) revolution,” 
Magdy Mohammad said. 

AJi Sadeq. an Egyptian from 
Basra, described the rebels as 
saboteurs and looters. “They had 
no form of coordination, chain of 
command or a view on how to 
control the city." 

Sadeq said bombing by the 
United States and its allies during 
the Gulf war had damaged sever- 
al public service buildings in Bas- 
ra while the rebels had gutted 
schools, hospitals and shops. 

Rebels and refugees said on 
Friday that Satuawa, on the Eup- 
hrates River, had become the last 
rebel-held southern town to fall 
to Iraqi troops. 

Kuwait's Red Crescent and the 
International Red Cross set up a 
new camp inside Kuwaiti terri- 
tory on Sunday to cope up with 
refugees waiting for permission to 
reenter the emirate, for political 
asylum or access to a third coun- 
try. 

On Monday, reporters could 
bear the sound of explosions to 
northwest of Safwan where U.S. 
experts detonated scores of Iraqi 
mines in the desert. 


By Nor Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The National Uni- 
versity for Girls in Amman is 
expected to open its tiuorv. to 
girls only, in September. After a 
thorough study conducted by spe- 
cialists, the need to build a first 
scientific institution for girls was 
evident. However, since its 
announcement, peoples opinion 
appears divided. 

The question is: Is it necessary 
to have a segregated university? 

Dr. Amin Abdullah 
Mahmoud, chairman of the 
national university maintained 
that the decision to build the' 
university stemmed from a "need 
for an effective and logical substi- 
tute of foreign universities by 
responding to the academic and 
scientific needs of the Jordanian 
and Arab women in the country.” 
In this manner. Dr. Mahmoud 
said, “it would solve the problem 
of providing higher education for 
our girls and for sending them 
abroad." 

The aims of the university, 
according to Dr. Mahmoud, are 
to promote the girls' qualifica- 
tions in both the technical and 
scientific fields, to graduate and 
educate Arab women, and to 
provide for higher education for 
expatriate Arab girls' who are 
deprived of these opportunities 
abroad. 

Toujan Faisal, a leading 
woman aedvist. pointed out that 
“university education is not just 
about gathering information, but 
it is a social experience and part 
of growing up." 

Mrs. Faisal, who does not 
agree with segregated universi- 
ties, reasoned: “It would be very 
damaging to separate the two 
sexes because they are not sepa- 


Bishara 

(Continued from page 1) 

On the pro-Iraqi stand taken 
by PLO Chairman Yassar Arafat, 
Mr. Bishara said: "Mr. Arafat 
took a very reckless course of 
action and will have to bear the 
consequences." 

There was no official reaction 
from Jordan. A PLO spokesman 
said on Sunday the group deeply 
regretted the move which he said 
would demoralise Palestinians 
living under Israeli occupation. 

Both Jordan and the PLO have 
not received any financial aid 
from the Gulf srates since Au- 
gust. 

The GCC states had long been 
the PLO's main financial backers 
and also provided tens of millions 
of dollars of aid to Jordan. 

Albania 

(Continued from page 1) 

3,000 supporters at an imprbmpni 
rally outside party headquarters 
that "there will be no coalition" 
with the Communists, as Mr. Alia 
had suggested two days before 
the vote. • 

“Yesterday, he marked not a 
Democratic victory, but a victory 
for democracy," die other party 
leader, Gramoz Pashko, said. 
“Hie Communists who sucked 
our blood for 16 years are 
finished. Within two months they 
will be in pieces." 


rated in real life. We have made 
this into a taboo that must be 
broken. We have to start thinking 
of each other as human being*.." 

In the 1970s. Mrs. Faisal had a 
programme about women and 
work. At that lime, women were 
encouraged to work, she recalled. 
"I met many conservative parents 
who did not believe in working 
women, but they had to agree to 
it for economic reasons." Mrs. 
Faisal told the Jordan Times. 
"The fact that their own daugh- 
ters went to work in a mixed 
environment, however, changed 
the parents* minds who admitted 
that it was a good experience and 
it was very natural for the two 
sexes to meet." 

Other parents do not get con- 
vinced so easily. “If I cannot send 
my daughters to an all girls uni- 
versity. 1 will not send them at all. 
Women are supposed to be pro- 
tected, They get educated and 
then they get married." an elder- 
ly father of three daughters said. 

The majority of the people 
interviewed by the Jordan Times 
preferred not to send their daugh- 
ters to a mixed university for 
similar reasons. 

"Because of this, we decided to 
build the university." Dr. 
Mahmoud said. “The programme 
entails a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in medical services and adminis- 
tration. social sciences and the 
arts fields." Dr. Mahmoud 
added. 

New specialities, after the first 
phase, will be manufacturing of 
medicine and general phar- 
maceuticals. simultaneous trans- 
lation in English, library adminis- 
tration and a degree in executive 
secretariat, he added. 

The university will also 
accommodate at its hostels up to 
1500 students. Dr. Mahmoud said 


AMMAN ( AP) — Jordan's social 
development minister, a member 
of the Muslim Brotherhood, has 
segregated male and female em- 
ployees at his ministry, citing 
Islamic rules on interaction be- 
tween the sexes. 

“He told us that when a man 
and a woman meet, the devil 
keeps them company." a disgrun- 
tled woman employee said Mon- 
day, quoting Youssef A I Athcm. 
the minister of social develop- 
ment, as saying in announcing the 
measure last week. 

Mr. Athem was not available 
for comment, but both men and 
women employees of the ministry 
confirmed his order to separate 
the sexes. 

Islamists entered the govern- 
ment of Prime Miniser Mudar 
Badran two months ago in a 
reshuffle aimed at placating the 
influential Muslim Brotherhood 
movement two years after it won 
22 seats at the 80-man Lower 
House of Parliament. 

Mr. Athem’s action is the latest 
of several steps that have worried 
progressives who fear the spread 
of fundamentalist values in what 
used to be a western-oriented 
country. 


that there would be an activities 
centre, a club, a readme nvrn. 
music and sport*, facilities 
Though the univctsit) will open 
in September, about l .01*1 stu- 
dents will he accepted :n the tirst 
phase. "The univer.it v is ex- 
pected to be finalised by 1044. 
•'he added. 

"Many girls will attend the 
university. The students who are 
not allowed to attend mixed uni- 
versities now have an opportunity 
to get educated." Siuan Dar- 
wazeh. director of Jordan Televi- 
sion commercials section and spe- 
cialist in theatre and drama said. 
“Although it is healthier to be in 
a mixed environment, one cannot 
deny the way society is built.'* she 
added. 

“There is nothing wrong in 
having an all girls school." Gulo 
Sati, a mother of two said. "Peo- 
ple should have choices. Even the 
most advanced countries have 
segregated schools." Mrs. Sati 
believes girls will have more com- 
plexes. such as being shy and 
thinking that the other se.x is 
alien, “but there should be all 
kinds of schools,” she told the 
Jordan Times. 

Fathers are also divided into 
two. There are those who wel- 
come the idea as a relief: "Now 
my daughter can have a degree. 
She will be very happy." said Mr. 
Aref. a middle aged father inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Times, but 
there are other fathers — who 
say: “I would not send my chil- 
dren to a segregated school. I 
want them to grow up with confi- 
dence in themselves." 

People in the end. however, 
always said: “One cannot argue 
with society. One has to have 
choices; a bit of everything." 
echoing the make up of the 
Jordanian society. 


“Instead of moving forward, 
leaving these ideas behind us. wo 
are moving backward." said a 
woman worker at the ministry, 
’insisting on anonymity. 

Education Minister Abdallah 
Aqayleh. a Brotherhood mem- 
ber, has banned male sports 
teachers form instructing female 
students in state schools. Like 
Mr. Album's action, this falls 
under the Islamic tradition for- 
bidding women to appear in front 
of men. even relatives, unless 
they are veiled. 

Islamist deputies in Parliament 
have submitted a proposal to ban 
coeducation in all schools, com- 
munity colleges and universities 
in the country. The proposal has 
not been discussed because the 
Parliament has recessed for a 
summer break. 

Muslim fundamentalists vowed 
during the 1989 election cam- 
paign to introduce strict Islamic 
laws, ban alcohol and “indecent" 
television programmes, and close 
down night clubs in this predomi- 
nantly Muslim state. 

But so far, they have only 
succeeded in banning alcohol 
aboard flights on the national 
airline to Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries. 
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Anti-social development 

THE DEVIL, made of unseen material, has always been' 
seen as the supreme spirit of evil and a leader of all apostate 
angels. Being deprived of a certain abode, he chooses the 
most weird and loathsome of places in which to play his 
tricks and practise his wickedness. In fact the devil resides 
everywhere: not least in the sonl of each human being. To 
lock a man and a woman in a room and suspect the devil will 
be there is plausible. But if the two are working in an office, 
providing services to the people, then the devil's presence 
must be somewhat in question. Thus, the decision by the 
most honourable Minister of Social Development to segre- 
gate sexes at his ministry can only be viewed as a step 
backward in a country that for decades has been striving to 
realise equality between the sexes. Segregation, after all, is a 
form of racism. Moreover, it is an offence against people's 
basic rights as equals in the workplace as well as in the eyes 
of the law. The respected minister's argument that the 
Prophet Mohammad, peace be upon him, had ordained 
segregation is not entirely true. Women daring the early 
days of Islam not only mingled with men and did what men 
did, they even fought alongside them in battle. The prophet 
preached modesty and chastity In appearance and in 
intentions, two qualities that no forced segregation can 
enforce. What is more dangerous than the issue of segrega- 
tion is the call by many fundamentalists to bar women from 
work altogether. That would take Jordan or any other place 
for that matter back into the dark ages; and we need not 
look far around ns to see how awful the situation of women 
in so-called conservative societies really is. 

There are many ways to keep the devil out. Bat 
segregation alone is certainly not one of them. If anything, 
evil can find more fertile ground in wretchedness, ignorance 
and deprivation. 

In fact, it can be argued that socially at least, more open 
societies have done better than- closed ones. A relatively 
devil-free, healthy life does not base itself on old myths. It 
only develops In societies of equality, authenticity and highly 
intellectual life. Besides, wrong are those who claim higher 
moral authority for themselves and not others, regardless of 
who they are. 

Were those men and women at the ministry asked if they 
wanted to mingle or separate? Have we not, at this late 
hoar, discovered that authoritarianism only brings disaster?. 
And that the road to salvation does not lie in restricting 
personal freedoms and human rights? 

The government of Mr. Mudar Badran has a duty to 
upgrade the performance of ministers or officials who are 
not contributing to improving the quality of life in the 
Kingdom. 

It has a greater responsibility still to rein in those who are 
starting a slide. The last thing our social development needs 
is someone who is unaware that segregation is wrong, 
counterproductive and an obstacle to our progress. 


No brokerage in 
the Middle East 


consent of antagonists regional security 


By Alistair Lyon 
Reuter 

DAMASCUS — President Sad- 
dam Hussein seems to have all 
but crushed Kurdish and Shiite 
uprisings which blossomed after 
Iraq's Gulf war defeat. 

Lack of outside help appears to 
have brought their collapse. 

The United States and its part- 
ners in the coalition which drove 
the Iraqi army from Kuwait on 
Feb. 28 have given no substantial 
aid to Iraqi dissidents seeking to 
overthrow 22 years of Baathist 
rule. 

A month after the uprising was 
sparked by anti-Saddam riots in 
the southern city of Basra, re- 
ports from Iraq on Monday sig- 
nalled the virtual end of the most 
serious challenge to Saddam's 
rule since his party came to power 
in 1968. 

“The Americans haven't got an 
alternative to Saddam," a Gulf 
diplomat in the Syrian capital 
said. “The Kurds cannot rule all 
of Iraq and the Saudis and Gulf 
states don’t want the Shiites in 
power. So it’s better for all sides 
ro drain each other's strength in 
fighting.” 

Shiite Muslims captured a belt 
of southern cities. stretching 
from the Gulf port of Basra to the 
holy shrines of Najaf and Karba- 
la. following the chaotic Iraqi 
retreat from Kuwait. 

Soon afterwards. Kurdish 
Peshmerga guerrillas seized a big 
swathe of the mountainous heart- 


land in northern Iraq from 
weakened and demoralised gov- 
ernment troops. 

Iran, neutral in the Gulf war, 
was used as a conduit for smug- 
gled small arms to the Shiites. It 
let Shiite Iraqi exiles in Iran go 
home to fight the Iraqi army but 
kept out of the fighting. 

The Iraqi rebels appear to have 
received little help horn anyone 
else. 

Initially the Iraqi leadership 
concentrated on quelling tbe 
Shiites, allowing the Kurds a free 
hand to capture Zakho, Sulaima- 
niya. Irbil and the major oil 
centre of Kirkuk. At one point 
rebel forces even threatened 
Mosul, Iraq's third biggest city. 

But after crushing the southern 
rebellion, the army last week 
turned to the Kurds. 

The troops counter-attacked 
hard with tanks, helicopter 
gunships, artillery and, by rebel 
accounts, planes against lightly- 
armed and ill-coordinated Kurds. 

By the weekend, Baghdad had 
announced the recapture of Kir- 
kuk, IrbO and Dohuk, and on 
Monday a Damascus spokesman 
for the Kurdish Democratic Party 
(KDP) acknowledged that rebels 
had made a “tactical withdrawal” 
from the three cities. 

Later in the day Baghdad 
announced the capture of the 
strategic border town of Zakho 
and the nearby border crossing of 
Habur, effectively cutting off the 
Kurds main escape route to Tur- 
key. 


The rebels say fraqi shelling 
has inflicted untold civilian 
casualties and accuse the Iraqi 
troops of genocide. 

Foreign correspondents with 
the rebels say many thousands of 
Kurds have fled the fighting into 
the mountains and towards Tur- 
key and Iran. 

Kurds complained to Western 
correspondents that U-S. Presi- 
dent George Bush had urged 
Iraqis to rise against Saddam but 
then did nothing to help them 
when he counter-attacked, the 
BBC's Jim Muir reported from 
north Iraq. 

Bush set his face against back- 
ing his exhortation with practical 
assistance to the rebel cause. 

His decision to halt tbe 100- 
hour allied ground offensive 
which drove Iraq's forces from 
Kuwait allowed Iraqi Republican 
Guard units to flee north with 
scores of tanks and artillery 
pieces later used to crush internal 
dissent. 

The United States has shot 
down two Iraqi planes flying in 
violation of a provisional Feb. 28 
Gulf ceasefire, but has not pre- 
vented tbe Iraqis from deploying 
helicopters against rebels. 

“Bush wants to avoid being 
accused of interfering in Iraq's 
internal affairs,” said a Western 
diplomat in Damascus. “The 
Europeans may have sympathy 
for the Kurds but only the Amer- 
icans could help them with mis- 
siles or whatever they need." 

Washington's hands-off policy 


also stems from concern about 
the impact of any break-up of 
Iraq on Middle East stability. 

Iraq's Arab neighbours fear the 
emergence of any radical fun- 
damentalist Shiite state In south- 
ern Iraq which would strengthen 
the influence of Iran in the Gulf 
and beyond. 

Turkey, fighting Kurdish guer- 
rillas who want independence for 
an estimated 10 million Turkish 
Kurds, is in touch with Iraqi 
rebels, who say independence is 
not on their agenda. 

But Ankara, while wanting 
Saddam's downfall, has vowed to 
abort any nascent Kurdish state 
in northern Iraq. 

Syria and Iran, which also have 
Kurdish minorities of their own, 
have repeatedly stressed support 
for Iraq's territorial integrity. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad, who nurtures an old feud 
with Saddam, says he favours his 
replacement by a coalition of 17 
Kurdish, Shiite, Sunni and other 
Iraqi opposition parties. 

Assad has let dissidents open 
information offices in his capital, 
but kept a distance from them. 
They moved the venue of last 
month's opposition congress from 
Damascus to Beirut. 

The Gulf diplomat said secular 
Syria, despite its valued alliance 
with Iran, would not want 
Tehran-backed Iraqi Shiites to 
gain undue power on the door- 
step of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

“Syria will not let Iran rule 
Iraq,” he said. 


Form Islamic trust to share oil riches 


By Lawrence Rosen 

PRINCETON. New Jersey — 
Despite the allied victory in the 
Gulf war, there are many in 
the Muslim world and in the 
West who are reluctant to sup- 
port oil-rich oligarchies whose 
closely held wealth has made 
them very unpopular with the 
poor masses of the Arab 
World. 

The regimes whose countries 
were defended and liberated 
must assist in rallying broad 
Arab support for a new econo- 
mic order. Placing a substantial 
portion of their oil reserves in 
an irrevocable trust benefiting- 
all Muslims would go a long 
way toward eliminating tbe 
antipathy that drew many Mus- 
lims to Saddam Hussein. 

The model for such a trust is 
readily available. In Islam, 
there exists a form of financial 
trust — known as waf or habus 
— set up for pious purposes. 
Such trusts, which have legal 
and religious status, were used 
historically to stop the dissipa- 
tion of wealth and channel it to 
beneficial ends, to consolidate' 
the patrimony of a family, tribe 
or confederation and to immu- 


nise property from tyrants. 

Under Islamic law. an inde- 
pendent authority manages 
property held in a religious 
trust. In this case, a pane 1 
consisting of the keepers of the 
Islamic holy places, religious 
representatives from the re- 
gion and scholars from Islamic 
countries with workers in the 
region could serve as trustees. 
The board would not be part of 
die Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries nor would 
it make oil policy. It would 
simply oversee the distribution 
of foods earned by participat- 
ing countries. 

Tbe advantages of such a 
trust in the present circumst- 
ances are numerous. It would 
demonstrate to Muslims worl- 
dwide that its contributors 
were serious about their wel- 
fare. It would underscore the 
idea that a portion of the re- 
sources of the region belong to 
all Muslims and help to dis- 
perse power in the region, 
allaying fears of domination by 
any one individual or country. 
By supporting the creation of 
such a trust, the United States 
would be squarely on the side 


of a more equitable distribu- 
tion of Arab oil wealth through 
a distinctly Islamic institution. 

Furthermore, an Islamic oil 
trust would offer an alternative 
to the pre-war concept of Arab 
unity. It would provide an in- 
centive to stabilise oil prices 
and reduce the use of oil as a 
weapon of narrow nationalistic 
aims while demonstrating that 
the West's presence in foe reg- 
in helped redistribute re- 
sources to all Muslims. 

Such a trust could be a de- 
politidsed vehicle for assisting 
in the rapprochement of the 
Gulf states with the Palesti- 
nians and Jordan. It would 
assist oil workers displaced by 
the crisis, ease tensions be- 
tween European countries, 
their Arab “guest workers” 
and former colonies, and rea- 
ssure Americans that they have 
not been fighting to reinstate 
wealthy autocrats. Such a trust 
might even help prevent future 
war in the region. 

The trust should have as its 
main corpus a part of the oil 
reserves of Kuwait, including 
foe oil in the Rumaila oilfield 
that Iraq has claimed. Before 
Aug. 2, less than 1 per cent of 


Kuwait's daily production was 
taken from Rumaila. Commit- 
ment of this reserve to the trust 
would undercut some of Iraq's 
appeal to those hostile to foe 
oil sheikhs. 

The Saudis should also place 
a significant part of their oil- 
fields in the trust as a sign of 
their good intentions. It might 
also be announced that any 
further belligerence by Iraq or 
any attempt by Iran to dis- 
member Iraq would result in 
the oilfields of southern Iraq 
being placed in foe trust. 

The Arabic term for a pious 
trust comes from a root that 
means'^ to take one’s stand or 
resist.” Joint military action is 
not the only way to take a t 
stand. If Americans and Mus- 
lims are to forge a new alliance 
and achieve economic justice 
in the post-war period, they 
should move expeditiously to 
form an Islamic oil trust. 

The writer is chairman of the 
anthropology department at 
Princeton University and ad- 
junct professor of law at Col- 
umbia University. He contri- 
buted this comment to The 
New York Times. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES IFace to face with President Bush 


AL RAT daily newspaper Monday launched a bitter attack on foe 
countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) for their 
artirude towards the Arab World in general and Jordan and foe 
FLO in particular. These countries' decision to suspend aid to 
Jordan and the PLO is a true expression of their hostile attitude 
towards foe other Arab and Muslims, and towards democracy and 
Arab unity, said the paper. Indeed this attitude falls in line with 
these Arab countries' expression of admiration for Israel which is 
also hostile to the Arabs and Muslims, foe paper continued. The 
GCC countries had imagined that foe little aid which they used to 
offer Jordan and the Palestinians was something that they doled 
on to foe two parties as an act of charity^and they seem to forget 
that foe financial assistance came in implementation of Arab 
League summit resolutions which called for bolstering foe 
Jordanian-Palestinian stand in foe face of Israel's expansionist 
aims in other Arab countries and foe oil wealth of the Arab 
World. We believe that foe GCC decision is indeed an American 
decision, aimed at exercising pressure on the Jordanians and 
Palestinians to succumb to the will of the Zionists because foe 
GCC decision came close to foe heels of a U.S. Senate decision to 
suspend all forms of assistance to Jordan, foe paper added. The 
GCC countries' derision did not cause us any pain, because we 
consider these countries’ attitude as pathetic, now that they are 
exposed as enemies of Arabs and Muslims and friends of foe 
Zionist enemy and its allies. Tie paper said that one should not be 
surprised now of the GCC countries’ expressed readiness to 
finance the construction of Israeli settlements in foe occupied 
Palestinian land. 

When we heard that tbe Arab League is holding a meeting in 
Cairo attended by all Arab countries last Saturday, we were filled 
with renewed hope that after all foe Arab leaderships would mend 
fences and embark on meaningful work towards genuine recon- 
ciliation, said Sawt A1 Sbaab daily Monday. Indeed, such meeting 
opened the door for all these Arab countries to take stock, and 
revise their position in a bid to end differences and unify ranks to 
safeguard foe higher Arab national interests, the paper con- 
tinued. But soon tbe meeting broke up without any result, driving 
Arab masses towards feelings of further frustration and despair, 
the paper added. The Arab delegates did not even discuss tbe 
hems on foe Arab League council's agenda and did not care to 
turn foeir attention to foe serious and devastating consequences 
of foe Gulf war so that they would embark on reconstruction, foe 
paper noted. The Arab masses had hoped that foe Arab League 
countries would stand firm in the face of the U.S.-Zionist 
conspiracy and would announce foeir determination to back 
Iraq’s endeavours to safeguard its sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, but nothing of this kind happened, the paper said. It 
said despite foe failure of the meeting to achieve any result, the 
Arab masses can still hope that foe potential of the Arab Nation is 
far from being lost, and there will come a day when the Arabs will 
place their national interests above-all other considerations. 


Mired from hips to lips in the Middle East 


Hello. My name is AbdnBab HasaoaL lama Jordanian journalist. 
A couple of nights ago. I thought up a story for April fool’s day. 
But tbe newspaper would not publish for me. contending that it 
might get picked up by an idiotic wire news agency hack or 
something, and might thus elicit a denial from the White House. 
Last night, a compromise was struck: the newspaper would carry 
my story but only after this note was pasted right above it. 
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In an interview with Mr. 
George Bush, the U.S. presi- 
dent sounded recondliatory 
when he said he thought Jorda- 
nian journalists “were sensi- 
ble, professional and dean.” 
In the exclusive interview, 
the American president dismis- 
sed earlier remarks about 
Jordanian journalists, attri- 
buted to him in a March S 
interview with Arab journal- 
ists, as “taken out of context.” 
“I certainly wouldn't accuse 
journalists, any journalists of 
acting as magicians and being 

corrupt,’’ the president said. “I 

know what it takes to make a 
good stoiy; lots of hastle and 
ass-kissing — pardon me,” Mr. 
Bush said at his oval office in 
the White House. 

He revealed that he “honest- 
ly understood” all foe attacks 
made against him by Jordanian 
columnists and writers, but 
especially by A1 Ra'i's Badr 
Abdul Haq. “I can understand 
foe guy. Folks like him express 
profound feelings and senti- 
ments; never mind the rhetor- 
ic” the president said. 

Asked what he thought of 
AbduJ Haq s call for boycot- 
ting Amercian goods and foe 
overwhelming support it re- 
ceived in Jordan, foe president 
paused for a second and said: 
“Welt, thank God it was only 
limited to Jordan. Otherwise 
(the boycott) would have 


affected our grain exports. 
That is why we opted for a 
quick war; otherwise such cam- 
paigns would adversely have 
affected our economy.” 

Asked to comment on 
perceptions that prevailed in 
Jordan during foe crisis, espe- 
cially those related to foe Iraqi 
military and foe outcome of 
foe war, Mr. Bush said that 
even though he could not read 
Arabic, he was fascinated by 
the headlines. “I seldom see 
8-column headlines,” he said, 
“and especially in so much red. 
It must have reflected foe hot 
mood of the public.” But the 
president did not blame foe 
Jordanian writers and col- 
umnists for what he thought 
was “exaggeration.” “Most of 
the stuff about Iraq’s hidden 
power originated at this (U.S.) 
end” foe president admitted. 
We leaked it to our media, and- 
your press did foe translation 
and foe blowing up of course.'' 

Asked about cartoons, the 
president said he particularly 
liked A 1 Dustour Jalal Rifai's 
portrayal of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. “Kind of 
Ram bo. Ram bo a la Arab, you 
might say,” said the president. 

However, Mr. Bush did not 
like all foe blood and skulls in 
the cartoons. “Come on guys, 
be more subtle,” he urged. 
“You don't have to make all 
these pools of blood to make a 
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point.” The president, howev- 
er, admitted that this was a 
media war. “2 agree with (Al 
Ra'i chief editor Mahmoud) Al 
Kayed that this was a war won 
in tbe first place by the 
media," he said. 

He added that while foe 
Western media could only re- 
port whatever information 
made available by his adminis- 
tration and the U.S. military, 
the Arab media could publish 
any story they wanted, from 
whatever source. “In a way, 
yours were a freer media,” foe 
president acknowledged with a 
wink. 

Asked if he wanted to 
address any message to Arab 
journalists or Arabs in general, 
foe president hesitated, but 


finally said: “Oh, not really. 
Last time I did something like 
this, I was misquoted and 
taken out of context.” In a 
lengthy answer to a question, 
foe president recalled foe his- 
tory of foe Gulf crisis, the 
American resolve to confront 
the “aggressor” and foe coali- 
tion’s remarkable success in 
the war. 

“Yon Arabs must under- 
stand that we want nothing 
from you. Someone said the 
West wants your oil, this is 
true. But yon need to sell the 
k God damn thing’; if not, we’il 
come and get it. So my mes- 
sage is: get this into your mind. 
Read my lips and hips. Give us 
foe oil and we’ll give you foe 
peace.” 


By Nurver Nures 

The writer is Turkey’s ambassa- 
dor to 'the U.K. The article is 
reprinted from The Independent 

THE firm stand Turkey took 
during foe Gulf crisis and the full 
support she gave to the U.N. 
coalition forces are already 
events of foe past. We are all 
thankf ul that the war is over. 
However, building a lasting peace 
is often more taxing than winning 
a war. This is foe challenge that 
lies ahead. 

The immediate task is to en- 
sure foe territorial integrity of 
Iraq. This is essential for foe 
region’s future stability. Turkey’s 
own position on the inviolability 
of Iraqi territory is unequivocal. 
The Turkish government is 
pleased to note that both Iran and 
Syria are also committed to main- 
taining Iraq’s territorial integrity- 

In foe past, the Middle East 
has confounded the hopes of 
those who believed that merely 
by winning battles they could 
establish a lasting peace. The 
repercussions of foe coalition vic- 
iory go far beyond attempting to 
introduce .or even impose bluep- 
rints for a new security order in 
tbe region. The security arrange- 
ments that maintained interna- 
tional peace for decades have 
recently become anachronisms. 
The disbandment of foe Warsaw 
Pact and foe continuing review of 
NATO's role in a “new world 
order” prove foe point. Thus, a 
new security arrangement for the 
Middle Hast should not be in- 
spired by foe past, nor imposed 
from outside. Instead, foe coun- 
tries of the region must be foe 
architects of a new Middle East- 
ern security order. 

In this process, outside powers 
should indeed offer constructive 
ideas and support so that the 
effort should be concerted, but 
there should be no attempt at 
brokerage. 

In achieving this objective, 
priority should be given to those 
countries in foe region that are 
widely exposed to threats: name- 
ly, foe Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states whose security most 
be enhanced. These states should 
constitute foe nucleus of new 
security arrangements. Outside 
powers should lend support to' 
deter future aggressors — but 
only with foe consent of foe GCC 
states. But, it is very important 
that security arrangements thus 
centred on foe GCC do not revive 
past mtraregional differences. In 
this respect, foe flow of arms into 
the region that occurred in recent 
years must stop, and foe trade in 
weapons of all kinds, including 
those of mass destruction, must 
be strictly controlled. 

A change is also needed in the 
way outside powers approach foe 
problems of foe Middle East. It is 
not an exaggeration to say that 
foe region was shocked into foe 
twentieth century by tbe accident 
of huge oil wealth. In foe past, 
outside powers have largely tre- 
ated the Middle East as a conve- 
nient source of energy and a 
lucrative market for foe sale of 
large quantities of advanced milit- 
ary equipment. This pursuit of 
self-interest has turned foe Mid- 
dle East into an arena where 
foreign powers sertle their 
accounts. The situation has not 
been helped by foe behaviour of 
various states hi the region. This 
must end: in future, we must 
allow the Middle East, just like 
any other.regioa, to chart its own 
future course and develop its own 
political identity, with due re- 
spect to international norms of 
conduct and international law. 

This brings us to the critical 
issue of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
Turkey’s position on this question 
has always been (dear. Turkey 
was among the first countries to 
recognise tbe independence of 
foe state of Palestine and to 
support the right of foe Palesti- 
nians to their.own sovereign terri- 
tory. Indeed, all the states in the 


region arc entitled to live behind 
secure and recognised borders. Id 
this respect, Turkey sees it as an r 
obligation on the pan of foe € 
states of the Middle East, as well 
as outside powers, to find a solu- 
tion to foe Lebanese crisis. Fore- 
ign powers should leave the 
Lebanon free to determine its- 
own destiny. Turkey would 
accept any forum in which foe 
concerned parties could agree to 
address foe Middle East conflict 
and is ready, as in toe past, to 
make available its contribution. 

The Western experience of the 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) 
may provide future negotiators in 
the Middle East with some useful 
ideas. I do nox mean by this that 
foe CSCE process should be su- 
perimposed on the region. 
However, the basic tenets of foe* 
CSCE, covering politics, econo - J 
mics and social and cultural mea- 
sures. can be adapted to help lay 
foe cornerstones of cooperation 
and understanding in foe region. 
There is. of course, no magic 
formula to resolve in a matter of 
just a few months a series of 
bitter disputes that has been rag- 
ing for decades. But the point is 
to begin a process and send a 
message to foe Middle East that 
foe international community is 
determined to help the region in 
addressing its problems. This 
matter could be advanced within 
foe Islamic Conference Organisa- 
tion after formulation of initial 
strategy by a special working par- 
ty. Such measures, modelled on 
foe CSCE, would complement 
each other. 

In tbe political arena, foe wave 
of democracy that only very re- 
cently swept across Eastern 
Europe will inevitably extend to 
foe Middle Hast. Once the denK> 
cratic process gains ground in the 
region, ensuring greater mass 
participation in government, poli- 
tical polarisation caused by the 
whims of individual rulers will be 
replaced by tbe natural instinct of 
people to benefit from peaceful 
intraregional economic, political 
and social-cultural cooperation. 

Even before foe Gulf war, Tur- 
key had taken initiatives in this 
context that are worth recalling. 
First, at foe Islamic Conference 
in Amman in 1988, it was Turkey 
.,fo$t suggested foe establishment 
ot a system of confidence- and 
security-building measures cover- 
ing foe entire Islamic world. A 
restricted group of wise men was 
formed for this purpose. It is time 
to take this proposal seriously 
and encourage -its development. 

Second, we must create a net- 
work of economic relations with- 
in foe region. This would involve 
promoting common economic in- 
terests through multilateral joint* 
ventures and schemes that tracts-* 
cend national boundaries. One 
hopes this will eventually create 
the right conditions for foe free 
movement of peoples, goods and 
services across frontiers. In order 
to build such an infrastructure, 
foe establishment of an “econo- 
mic fund” or ;a “regional bank” 
would be required to supply tbe . 
necessary financing. The funds 
will have to come primarily from 
the oil-producing countries of foe 
region, with voluntary contribu- 
tions from other wealthier states 
outside foe region. This in turn 
will help enhance political, eco- 
nomic, social and cultural con- 
tacts — in fact, the very spirit of 
CSCE. 

Lastly, we must overcome foe 
prevailing confusion in foe West 
about foe nature of Islam before * 
it acquires dangerous propor- 
tions. Islam as a religion should 
be distinguished from foe Muslim 
as an individual. There can be 
good Muslims and bad Muslims 
just as there can be good Christ- 
ians and bad ones. The people of 
the Middle East have foe right to 
live by foe teachings of Islam, 
which in its proper practice is a 
great religion reflecting the tenets 
of Judaism and Christianity- The 
West must abandon its prejudice 
on this question. 


LETTERS 

Defend principles 

To the Editor: 

I have come to the Hashemite Kingdom without knowledge or 
will to learn of the language people speak. Notwithstanding this 
limrtation, I am aware that U.S. President George Bash’s most 
recently died expressions include an unfortunate double enten- 
dre: people here feel they should have some concern because 
George Bush is “still calling foe shots, still in power.” They may 
not know how to say this to him. but Arabs are conscious that he 
is not their president. 

As Mr. Bush is head of my state, so he has sworn to uphold and 
defend foe constitution, even though this includes a Bill of Rights. 

Mary H. Han, 
Y.W.C.A, Hostel 
P- O. Box 5014 
Amman. 
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Israel 

(Continued from page 1) 

Opposition Labour Parly, agreed. 

“These are .measures winch 
imricr certain circumstances are 
effective bat the problem is how 
to deal with the roots of this 
matter (but) to rely only on police 
or military methods nri s ses the 
targe t. ** 

Palestinian leaders said the me- 
asures were Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir's response to a call 
by U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker last month for new think- 
ing on the Middle East. 

“Israel is giving a message to 
Baker and the Europeans saying 
that a land-for-peace deal is un- 
acceptable Palestinian 
academic Saeb Erekat said. 

The respected Haaretz news- 
paper said Monday the author- 
ities were considering keeping in 
place a temporary ban on private 
Palestinian vehicles fr om entering 
Israel introduced daring the Golf 
crisis- Israel Television said ex- 
pulsions would include Palesti- 
nians in Arab Jerusalem, who 
have generally been treated more 
leniently in the past. 

There would be stricter scru- 
tiny of Palestinians seeking to 
work in Israel, those granted 
permits would have to travel by 
public transport and there would 
be stiff er penalties for Israelis 
employing unregistered Palesti- 
nians, die reports said. 

Political sources said that 
although expulsion and house de- 
molition had been used widely in 
the past, their still broader imple- 
mentation was aimed at calming 
an Israeli public alarmed by the 
killing of seven Israelis in the past 
five weeks, five of them stabbed 
to death on the streets of Jeru- 
salem. 

Israel has expelled 62 Palesti- 
nians since the start of the 39- 
month -old uprising. Last week it 
ordered four more banished. 

Left-wing Israelis denounced 
the decisions as too harsh. 
Palestinian leaders called it col- 
lective punishment and warned 
thousands of Arabs who depend 
on work in Israel could be left 
unemployed. 

Meanwhile, in the occupied 
West Bank, a 17-year-old Palesti- 
nian died daring a clash with, 
soldiers. 

Reports said Ayad Abdul Rati 
from the Tulkarm refugee camp 
died after be was shot in the neck, 
abdomen and back. The army 
command said die youth was shot 
in the shoulder and dietf after be 
fell off a high wall while fleeing 
the army patroL 

Abdul Razi’s death thought to 
814 the number of Palestinians 
who have died in dashes with 
Israeli soldiers and civilians since 
the start of the uprising. 

Kuwaitis 


(Continued from page 1) 

Muslims, pan-Arab nationalists, 
former deputies, professors and 
members of influential trading 
families. 

It called for full implementa- 
tion of the 1962 constitution, the 
appointment of competent fi- 
gures to government posts and 
not just members of the A1 Sabah 
family, freedom of speech and 
press and judicial independence. 

The list of demands demons- 
trates the opposition’s growing 
confidence after the Gulf war. 
Opposition activists said they de- 
rided to direct their demands to 
the emir after receiving a dis- 
appointing response in several 
meetings with the crown prince. 

The consti t ution confirms the 
Sabahs as the emirate's rightful 
hereditary rulers but also stipu- 
lates the formation of a powerful 
parliament. 

The Sabah-dominated govern- 
ment, formed in June and headed 
by Sheikh Saad, resigned about 
three weeks after the end of the' 
Gulf war on Feb. 28. It faced 
growing popular dissatisfaction 
with its inability quickly to res- 
tore basic services in the shat- 
tered country. 

Several opposition groups told 
Reuters during talks with the 
crown prince they had refused 
offers to join a new cabinet unless 
a date for elections was set. Some 
resistance gr o u ps have also re- 
fused to disarm until elections are 
called. 

The document said the cabinet 
should include “all popular pow- 
ers with all their political and 
social factions... ministers should 
serve and give, not rule and 
exploit.” 

The opposition says ministers 
have in the past used their power 
far personal gains and fear they 
would be granted the local part- 
nership in multibillion dollar 
post-war reconstruction con- 
tracts. 

According to the law, foreign 
companies must have local part- 
ners with at least a 51 per cent 
char t* During a meeting with 
sheikh Saad last week, opposi- 
tion figures called for a repre- 
sentative committee to be formed 
to review reconstruction con- 
tracts. 

Some 32 former deputies and 


their supporters staged rallies in 
December 1989 and January 1990 
demanding die return of parlia- 
ment but, after a dialogue with 
the crown prince, the emir called 
elections for an interim national 
counriL 

The pro-democracy movement 
boycotted elections held in June 
1990 for a national assembly and 
said the council was unconstitu- 
tional and toothless. 

Opposition leaders say their 
demands will gain further weight 
with the eventual re t urn borne of 
some 400,000 Kuwaitis, who fled 
after the Aug. 2 Iraqi invasion. 

Mubarak 

(C ontinu ed from page 1) 

bia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar and the United arab Emi- 
rates. 

“The mission is not finished 
yet. We have not reached peace,** 
Mr. Mubarak said in response to 
a question about the foreign 
troops. Box be said: “As soon as 
the problems end, all of ns will 
demand the withdrawal of foreign 
troops." 

Nevertheless, Mr. Mubarak 
said the projected Arab security 
force in the Golf “may need some 
assistance, help from other fore- 
ign countries. I think well ask 
mem." 

Asked which countries, he 
said: “I mean the United States 
and other countries in the coali- 
tion.” 

On the wider Middle East con- 
flict. U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker, who toured die 
region after the Gulf war, is 
encouraging steps to build confi- 
dence between Arabs and Israelis 
and bring them into peace talks. 

The New York Times reported 
Thursday that Mr. Baker was 
probing the possibility of holding 
regional peace talks with the Un- 
ited States and tbe Soviet Union 
acting as hosts. 

Syria, which lost its Golan 
Heights to Israel during the 1967 
war, has also insisted on an inter- 
national conference to resolve die 
Arab-IsraeH conflict. 

It hopes such a gathering, re- 
jected by Israel, will make tbe 
Jewish state give back aD Arab 
lands it occupied in 1967. 

Asked if he would agree to a 
meeting attended only by front- 
line states, Israel, tbe United 
States and possibly tbe Soviet 
Union, Mr. Mubarak said he 
would not. 

“No, if all the five permanent 
Security Council members, front- 
fine countries like Egypt, Syria, 
Israel, Palestinians, Jordanians 
and Lebanon meet, I think it may 
work." 

He made no mention of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) which annoyed Egypt 
by its support for Iraq during fee 
Gulf crisis. He said in an inter- 
view last week Egypt would deal 
wife the PLO, but he did not fully 
trust its leader, Yasser Arafat. 

“Reconciliation between Arab 
countries will take time,*' Mr. 
Mubarak told reporters. 

Mr. Assad, Egypt’s staunch 
Arab ally during the crisis, 
agreed. 

After Mr. Assad’s return to 
Damascus, bis spokesman Jubran 
Kourieh told Reuters fee presi- 
dent's talks wife Mr. Mubarak 
had been “successful, construc- 
tive an harmonious.*’ 

Tbe two leaders agreed on all 
points they discussed, he said, but 
gave no details. 

. Foreign Minister Faroaq A1 
Sharaa left Cairo for Jeddah with 
a letter from Mr. Assad to King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia, official 
sources said. They fed not dis- 
close its contents. 


Mujahedeen 


Sense of cynicism prevails in occupied territories 


In the Palestinian heartland, there are indications *h»t new 
political ideas may be em e r gi n g. Jon Immanuel of tbe ZsraeZr 
English language newspaper The Jerusalem Post, fifed tins report 
on March 29. 


(Omtfetoed from page 1) 

Khomeini regime finally broke its 
silence. At noon today, the reg- 
ime’s radio confessed to an exten- 
sive dash between its Fasdaran 
and forces of tbe National Libera- 
tion Army of Iran,*’ tbe Mujahe- 
deen statement said. 

“Begnuring in the early boars 
of the mor ning , thousands of 
Khomeini's Pasdaran crossed 
the Iranian border in the Qasr-e- 
Shfrin region,*' it said. Armed 
wife Kght and heavy weaponry, 
such as tanks and armoured per- 
sonnel carriers, they attacked the 
Iranian resistance's bases in fee 
border region of Khanigni and 
Jalula." 

“Hie counter-attack by NLA 
units dozing the first hours of the 
offensive left more than 1,000 
guards dead, most of whose corp- 
ses are still lying in the border 
regions within Iraq,” according to 
the statement. 

“Based on tbe evidence of tbe 
large number of Pasdaran corp- 
ses in Iraqi territory who had 
guards corps ID cards, the Mn- 
jabedeen organisation of Iran 
calls upon all international 
assemblies, in particular tbe Un- 
ited Nations, to strongly con- 
demn the Khomeini regime's ex- 
tensive military interference in 
Iraqi territory in order to sup- 
press the Iranian resistance," fee 
statement said. 

“We also insistently demand 
that an investigative delegation 
be dispatched to the border re- 
gkm of Qasr-e-Shirin/Kbaniqin so 
that it can witness first-hand tbe 
Khomeini regime’s extensive 
military deployment into Iraqi 
territory in order to surround and 
suppress the Iranian resistance 
and set np an 'Islamic regime’ in 
Iraq,” it said. 

“According to information, at 
3:30 p.m. Monday, after 14 hours 
of battle wife tbe Khomeini reg- 
ime’s Pasdaran, combatants of 
tbe National Liberation Army 
(NLA) of Iran captured strategic 
height number 323, in the Mor- 
varid Heights northeast of Jalu- 
la," another Mujahedeen state- 
ment said. 

“The Pasdaran had previously 
occupied the height to stage an 
assault on NLA units. The height 
is littered with fee bodies of 
hundreds of Pasdaran," it said. 

“The fighting is contmuing on 
other fronts,” it said. 

PLO 

(Continued from page 1) 
Hassan said. 

“We are not living under tbe 
illusion that there is a solution 
coming from tbe United Stales. 
What we live on is the fact that 
we must continue fee struggle 
and tbe intifada.** 

Mr. Hassan, a moderate 
formerly dose to Saudi Arabia 
and fee Gulf states, accused 
Western nations of trying to de- 
ceive fee PLO during fee Gulf 
crisis with false promises of action 
to help Palestinians. 

“We had delegations craning 
from Europe, Britain and France, 
all swearing feat the age of inter- 
national legitimacy had begun 
and that as soon as fee Gulf war 
was over, they would immediate- 
ly set about enforcing Palestinian 
rights,” he said. 

“But the determination we saw 
in fee case of Iraq, we scarcely 
see a trace of its in fee way they 
are Haling (with fee Palestinian 
issue).” 


“WELCOME TO the Holy 
Land,” a Balata grocer shouted, 
as he hawked his falafcl. Then he 
roared wife laughter. Refugees, 
being at fee bottom of the social 
scale, usually wear .their suffering 
on their sleeve, but they have 
recently developed a sense of 
irony absent before the Gulf war. 

Visitors who came to Balata. 
Askar and fee other hardcore 
centre of Palestinian radicalism 
around Nablus, in tbe first month 
of tbe Gulf crisis would have been 
confronted by raised fists, mar- 
ches, surliness and sly glances. 
And that was a time when 
thousands of young men were off 
m Tel Aviv working, while this 
week almost none of them had 
jobs to go to. 

Now it is Ramadan — a month 
of fasting and spiritual replenish- 
ment, and normally a time of 
heightened political tension — 
tbe camp seemed calm. If there 
had been any fanaticism, tbe jo- 
vial falafcl salesman, selling bis 
wares at 2 p.m., would have been 
tbe first to know. 

Has there been some sort of 
catharsis? The sight of Scud mis- 
siles sailing over Mount Gerizim 
to Tel Aviv satisfied a deep- 
seated resentment in most 
Palestinians. They prefer to ex- 
aggerate, rather than play down, 
a sentiment that most Israelis 
consider morally depraved. Not 
do they underplay their support 
for Saddam Hussein. 

Israelis could not sympathise 
with Palestinians who said the 
cheerleaders wanted Israelis to 
feel something of fee Palestinian 
experience, “the sense of hel- 
plessness, the fear of being out- 
doors after dark, enforced unem- 
ployment, the prospect of sadden 
home demolition, school clo- 
sures," as Dr. Mamdonh Acker, 
now in solitary confinement him- 
self, put it. 

“Yes, we cheered when the 
missiles came over. You could 
hear the cheering for miles' 
around,” one enthusiastic young 
man in Askar (population 9,000) 
said this week. Id the specific 
context of the Nablus area he was 
probably more accurate than 
Shmuel Goren, the former gov- 
ernment coordinator in the terri- 
tories, who said reports of cheer- 
ing were “exaggerated." 

In one bouse shared by three . 
brothers, it is possible to trace the 
gradual “evolution” in political 
consciousness feat has developed 
over fee past decade. Hussein, 
fee oldest, is about 35. He is 
dispirited because he has lost his 
job at the textile plant at which he 
worked for 13 years in Tel Aviv. 
His employer could not take him 
back because Hussein was one of 
two Palestinian employees and 
fee new regulations said only 
groups of 10 employees could 
work in fee Tel Aviv area. 

Tbe second brother. Abed, 
looking more composed and sure 
of himself, has not had time to 
work because he has served five 
terms in administrative deten- 
tion. Administrative detention is 
cons de red “nothing special” by 
Palestinian refugees. 

The youngest brother, G has- 
san, 22, probably tbe most self- 
confident of the three, is serving 
14 years in Juneid prison for 
throwing a firebomb at a military 
patrol in 1986. 

The econouL situation is de- 
pressing. In Askar, fee owner of 
the A1 Nadi children’s dress shop 
has not sold anything in three 


days. Business at Abu Shaker’s 
Balata “balatot" factory which 
makes tiles for fee building indus- 
try, is down 85 per cent. Balata 
shopkeepers spoke of malting 
NIS 10 a day. When it was 
possible to work in Israel, young 
Balata residents could make NZ5 
60 a day. 

While almost fee entire Balata 
workforce of 4,000 to 5,000 work- 
ed in Israel before fee war, only 
about 300 have permits to work in 
Israel now, partly because most 
of them worked in fee restricted 
Tel Aviv area. Mohammad 
Abdullah, who sells chicken feed 

to farmers, one of the most basic 
commodities in the area for 
Palestinian farmers, says his sales 
are below 50 per cent last year’s 
sales. 

And travelling across the 
Green Line to buy fee stuff from 
his Israeli distributor means 
keeping his special pass up ro 
date. The pass contains seven 
separately-issued stamps, from 
the income tax and property tax 
authorities, customs, police, 
municipality, mukbtar and civil 
administration. Each stamp is 
valid for from one week to three 
months, but fee pass is valid only 
until fee first stamp becomes 
outdated. His driver must also 
bave a pass, so between fee two 
of them they must be sure always 
to maintain fee validity of 14 
stamps issued for different 
lengths of time by different 
offices. 

If single men below fee age of 
30 are banned from entering 
Israel to deter knife attacks, fee 
regulation will keep out of Jamal 
Katawi, 24. whose father is a 
paraplegic, Katawi, the oldest of 
five children, is fee sole bread- 
winner for his family, who work- 
ed as an electrical contractor's 
apprentice in Ramat Gan. 

Israelis see sinister killers and 
fee right to feel secure from 
attack in fee street. Palestinians 
see a sinister Israeli plan to ex- 
ploit what they see as isolated 
attacks as an excuse to impose 
collective punishment and econo- 
mic strangulation. 

Another element emerges in a 
picture where no piece of fee 
puzzle held by one side seems to 
fit any piece held by the other. In 
recent weeks, fee political con- 
sciousness of the. camps has 
merged wife its economic prob- 
lems. The common people, espe-. 
dally fee refugees, ask why they 
have no choice but to work in 
Israel, when more people could 
have worked near home if funds 
from abroad been properly distri- 
buted. 

“There is something not good 
in fee way the PLO used money. 
We did not see it. We didn't 
receive the money in the camps," 
said Munir, who was recently 
released from Ketziot detention 
camp. VMoney went to marginal 
associations, businesses, but it 
wasn’t' used to broaden their 
foundations and employ more 
workers. The rich get richer, the 
poor get poorer." 

With sentiments like these, 
mirroring fee ill-feeling of fee 
“havenots” towards fee wealthy 
Kuwaitis, refugees have difficulty 
acknowledging the leadership 
of the Palestinians from fee well- 
known families who have been 
largely responsible for distribut- 
ing PLO funds. 

This sentiments found greater 
expression after fee decision by 
fee 10 “personalities" to meet 



Palestinian uftifft camps in tbe occupied ttrrkor les are witnessing more poverty and despair (photo 
by Joel Fishman) 


with U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker, according to B as- 
sent Eid, the B’tselcm human 
rights organisation field worker. 

The people they mention as 
their true representatives are in 
administrative detention. Many 
but not all are of refugee origin. 
Some are supporters of Nayef 
Hawatmeh, the leader of the 
Democratic Front for fee Libera- 
tion of Palestine; almost none are 
known to the Israeli public. 

Their view of Faisal Husseini 
could have been expressed from 
fee other side by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir himself. “There 
are independent people who can 
get np and propose new ideas to 
fee leadership in Tunis,” said 
Marwan in Askar camp. “But 
Husseini cannot, because people 
do not consider him one of them. 
Husseini represents a partial view 
of fee Palestinian people. He is 
one group. There are other peo- 
ple.” 

The name of Hanan Ashrawi, 
who bad talks in the State De- 
partment last week elicited blank 
stares in Balata and Askar. But 
these people do not have blank 
minds. They profess pessimism, 
but advocate change. “PLO poli- 
tics must take a look at things 
with a fresh eye. Then fee world 
will know feat everything that the 
U.S. and Israel proposes is meant 
to win them time,” said Hayan. 

Husseini says, “I would love to . 
see elections.” He does not claim 
to be a true representative of the 
people. He admitted feat he was 
not dose to the refugee popula- 
tion, because "If I try to get to 
the refugee camps, I am pre- 
vented by fee military from doing 


Last week Radi Jrea'e. a re- 
fugee bom.in fed Far’a camp near 
Nablus, and a journalist for the 
pro-Fateh A! Fajr daily in East 
Jerusalem, wrote that the PLO 
must take new initiatives, with 
fee greater participation of West 
Bank and Gaza Palestinians, to 
prevent opponents of fee PLO 
from dividing the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

This brilliantly crafted piece of 
political rhetoric manages to res- 
tate traditional Palestinian pre- 
judices while redirecting them to 
wards 8 new course. Although it 
attacks tbe U.S. by nam , using 
all the old formulas, it do s so to 
show up the PLO's foolishness. 
“Shall we allow the issues to run 
rampant and stand wife our arms 
folded as time works against our 
welfare, and watch the events 
upon which we have no effect 
except to scream, condemn and 
curse this and that? ...Shall we be 
satisfied with our declaration of 
independence and the reaffirma- 
tion that fee PLO is the sole 
legitimate representative of our 
people, when tbe facts are rapidly 
changing on the ground?” 

It talks about Iraq's “military” 
defeat but dearly implies that 
Iraq suffered a political defeat 
which stands to ruin fee Palesti- 
nians because it has “tipped fee 
balance of power in fee region 
towards Israeli interests.” Gone 
is fee talk of mass uprisings in fee 
Arab \Vorld which in fee words . 
of last month's Tunisnssued in-‘ 
tifada leaflet will vindicate fee 
"wise leadership” of Saddam 
Hussein. 

Without diverging from PLO 
offidal policy at all, it goes way 
beyond anything the group of 10 


led by Husseini would have been 
able to suggest to Baker. For 
instance, Jrea'e not only calls (or 
dissolving the PNC and holding 
new elections, but demands im- 
mediate parity of representation 
between Palestinians here and 
abroad. Yet, tbe PLO maintains 
that fee majority of Palestinians 
live abroad. He is even ambi- 
guous about the role of the PLO. 
“If negotiations occur, any parti- 
cipant should represent the PNC 
and therefore the PLO, or let us 
say, the Palestinian state." he 
writes. 

The size of that state is not 
defined, und there are indications 
that many Palestinians consider 
fee existence of a state more 
important than a stare defined 
according Israel's prr-196 T 
borders. 

The day after Jrea's .?rticie 
appeared, it was already a m ori r 
of enm-rv r,- 

atulii.'u ... _.L * 

agreed with u, but everyone 
agreed feat Jrea'e had fee right 
qualifications. He was reasonably 
close to the profile of an authen- 
tic representative, since last 
month he was released after serv- 
ing a two-year jail term; he was 
also released in the 1985 mass 
prisoner exchange, and above all, 
he is a man of fee camps. 

As for Yasser Arafat, there are 
pictures of him all over the entr- 
ance to Balata camp, but they are 
Jess visible inside, as are Israeli 
troops who stare through binocu- 
lars from a watebtower, outside. 
They seem disinterested in tbe 
flag of fee outlawed Hamas Isla- 
mic fundamentalists, which flies 
in fee breeze from a telephone 
line less than five metres away. 


^>ior boss valenlino POLO*? beneflon<bior boss valenlino POLOtf bendon 

g ^ * On the occasion of Eid A1 Fitr feast | 

| 3’S COMPANY FOR GARMENTS § 

o offers a wide variety of garments at the lowest prices: 


HI 

3 ☆ Lacoste T-shirt JD 3 ☆ Polo, Benetton T-shirt JD 3 ☆ Lacoste jeans JD 7 * 

2 Benetton, Gucci shirts, long sleeves JD 5 ☆ Benetton Gucci shirts, short 
sleeves JD 4 ☆ Boys shirts from JD 2 ☆ Lacoste, Benetton training suit JD 1 1. 

jjj In addition to a wide variety of garments of international trade marks. 

| 3’s Company for Garments Amman Tlaa Al AM, Tel. 697352 

boss valenlino poloW benelon ^bior boss valenlino polo^ b«nefan 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING , DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 
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AMIN KAWARASONS 

T EL. 60* 676 60-4696 

P.O.BQX 7806 



Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

" Also many lots of land are) 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

lAbdonn Real 1 


rreL 810605, 810609, 
Fax; 811520. 



RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 


QD^QD 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman. near 
Alfiyyah Girls School 

Opemtifiy 12:00-3.30 

p.m . 

6:30-A6dnight 

TeL$3$m- 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

* \ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servkfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

tixm 30% Inter 

* From •nlmrgm- 
20 x 30 


Sbmtisani • Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
S we fifth tei: 823891 







FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

open Daily 12.30-330 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd Circle 


Tel-. 659519 659520 


Amman’s 
exclusive gifl shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
■crystalware etc. 

Shmaisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg 
Tel. 669 457 


4 

The Regency Palace Hotel 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 




W A 


YOUR ONLY WAY 
For Your First Class Cargo] 
Our Fast Class Service 

SoalLnro&ft]? Cargo Specialists 

Call Now: 819550 - 819590 
Fax : 9626-819553 
TU : 22100 2WA JO 

* OR 

. Write To: P.O.Box 12 
\ ■■ AMMAN - JORDAN ✓ 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room...! 


IIAItOTEL 

||^«|I|IS 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 

Telex 23888 DAROTL 'JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatrlates and 
Businessmen • 
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Graf beats Seles 
in hardcourt final 



Real Madrid in pain 
after another home defeat 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY APRIL 2, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carrott Righter Foundation 


SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Steffi 
Graf rook a step toward regaining 
the top women's tennis ranking 
with a 64. 6-3 victory over top- 
ranked Monica Seles to claim the 
U.S. Women's Hardcourt Cham- 
pionship title for the third time. 

It was Grafs first tournament 
victory since November's Virgi- 
nia Slims of New England and her 
first over Seles since 1989. 

Graf, ranked no. 2 in the 
world, bad last met Seles in the 
1990 French Open finals, which 
Seles won 7-6. 64. Graf im- 
proved her career lead over Seles 
to 4-2. 

Seles. 17. ascended to the no. 1 
world ranking on March 11 after 
Grafs record reign of 1S6 weeks. 
Because the U.S. Women's 
Hardcourt Championship is only 
a 32-player draw, Graf. will not 
overtake Seles in the computer 
rankings. 

But 'Graf. 21. acknowledged 
that she hoped her victory Sun- 
day would be a turning point. 

“I think I'm on the right way 
now,” a smiling Graf said. “1 
think I made slowly, failing to 
step into her shots and netting 
many of them on the way to 
losing two service games and 
falling behind 4-1 in the first set. 
Bui she stormed back in the sixth 
game to break Seles' service at 
love. 

Two games later. Graf broke 
Seles again to even the match at 
4-4 and won the first set with a 
third service break. The set en- 
ded with a lob by Graf that 
landed on the baseline. 

Both players started the second 
set by holding their serve, but 
Graf got a crucial service break to 
take a 4-2 lead. Seles had missed 
a break-point opportunity at 2-2 
when Graf hit a volley putaway at 
the net. Seles had another break 
rp-rriuniiy in the seventh game, 
but n Graf service ace at deuce 
followed by a down-the-line win- 
r.r er- a 5-2 lead. 

-S. !. .. ‘vimL point 

to put in. ?ccond set back on 
serve in the ninth game, but a 
Graf volley, a Seles shot into the 
net and a Graf cross-court winner 
ended the match. 

“She was hitting the ball well, 
and I had to keep hitting great 


shots back, but that's hard to do 
constantly." Seles said. "She pul- 
led out a lot of points on her 
serve." 

Graf narrowed Seles’ lead in 
the computer ranking from 23 
points to 16 in a system that 
averages out performances over . 
the past year. 

But Graf said the ranking mat- 
ters less than the return of her 
confidence that had waned in the 
last few months. 

“The way 1 played the last few 
matches makes me feel better, 
and 1 look forward to the next 
few matches," Graf said. 

Graf won the U.S. Women's 
Hardcourt title twice after the 
tournament was revived in 1988. 
but did not enter last year be- 
cause of a thumb injury. Seles 
was the defending champion. 

The victory earned Graf 
$45,000. 

Fernandez, Sokova win 
doubles title 

In Tarpon Springs, Florida. 
Gigi Fernandez and Helena 
Sukova overcame a 5-1 third-set 
deficit Sunday to win the 
$200,000 Light N' Lively doubles 
title. 

The pair won 64, 4-6, 7-6 17-3) 
over Natalia Zvereva and Larisa 
Savchenko of the Soviet Union. 

It was the second day in a row 
the top-seeded team rallied to 
win. In the semifinals, Fernandez 
and Sukova charged back from 
5-0 in the opening set to defeat 
Kathy Jordan and Liz Smylie, 
4-6, 64, 6-1. 

"If you can comeback from 5-0 
then you can definitely come 
back from 5-1," Fernandez said. 
“We thought about trying to win 
one point at a time and then the 
next thing we knew we had won a 
few games." 

Sukova of Czechoslovakia and 
Fernandez of Puerto Rico split 
the $75,000 winner’s check. 
Zvereva and Savchenko shared 
$35,000. 

Savchenko and Zvereva, 
seeded second, served for the 
match twice, at 5-2 and 54. Each 
time they were broken, and the 
pressure to close out the match 
heightened. The pair bungled 



Steffi Graf 

routine volleys that kept the com- 
eback of Fernandez and Sukova 
alive. 

Navratilova prepares 
for day event 

Meanwhile Martina Navratilo- 
va has been on Hilton Head 
Island in South Carolina for a 
week, building a foundation for 
what she hopes will be a fifth 
victory in the Family Circle 
Magazine Cup Tournament. 

“I'm working on everything, 
but everything's pretty good." 
Navratilova said. "Just some 
minor adjustments. No major 
overhaul 'on any stroke or any- 
thing. I feel fit and ready to go 
emotionally.’* 

Now, if she just can remember 
to stay aggressive on the green 


clay courts at the Sea Pines Rac- 
quet Club this week. 

“This surface tends to make me 
more passive than you can be on 
a normal court. But i tend to take 
that a step too far." 

Towards that end, Navratilova 
left the cold of Colorado for the 
warmth of Hilton Head Island. 

“It's difficult to practice in 
Aspen in the altitude because you 
can't keep the ball in play very 
well in the altitude, even though 
there are indoor clay courts," she 
said. “And I need to set out- 
doors. I've only played one 
tournament outdoors since the 
U.S. Open." 

Navratilova is the favourite for 
the tournament. She is the high- 
est ranked player in the field at 
no. 3 in the world. 


Finland’s Kankkunen wins Safari Rally 


NAIROBI (R) — Former world 
champion Juha Kankkunen of 
Finland, driving a Lancia Integ- 
rate. won Che six-day, 4,500 
kilometre Safari Rally Monday. 

His second victory in the Ke- 
nyan event was assured after he 
took the lead early Sunday. 

Sweden's Mikael Ericsson, 
driving a Toyota Celica. was 
second 26 minutes behind and 
Jorge Recalde of Argentina, in a 
Lancia, was third. 

Kankkunen. winner of the 
Safari Rally in 1985 and runner 
up last year, notched up an 
accumulated penalty time of two 
hours, seven minutes and 10 
seconds, white Ericsson had a 
time of 2:33:34 and Recalde's 
time was 2:46:13. 

Kankkunen had snatched the 
lead in the nice, considered one 
of the toughest on the rallying 


circuit, early Sunday when world 
champion Carlos Sainz of Spain 
retired with engine trouble after 
leading .since the start last 
Wednesday. 

Kankkunen had a lead of 21 
minutes over Ericsson when the 
race set off before dawn Monday 
to wind round the foothills of 
Mount Kenya and sooth to Nairo- 
bi. 

Ericsson, who was third in the 
Safari Rally last year, lost a few 
more minutes early on in the last 
stage, saying he had been slowed 
by dust. 

The victory in one of the fastest 
Safari rallies in recent years was 
an early birthday present for 
Kankkunen, who will be 32 Tues- 
day. 

“It's a much faster rally that 
last year," said Kankkunen be- 
fore the start of Monday's teg. 


The rally was characterised by 
remarkably fast times over the 
first two days — a deliberate 
move to keep more competitors 
in for longer — and also by good 
weather. 

An early casualty was former 
world champion Miki Biasion of 
Italy, much favoured before the 
start but forced out on the second 
day after his Lancia Integrate 
collided with a lorry. 

Sainz, current leader in the 
world championship standings, 
led the race from the first leg, 
although with a margin of only a 
few minutes over his rivals. 

But early on in Sunday's leg. 
Sainz, driving a Toyota, was 
forced out with engine trouble. 


Kankkunen had moved up to 
chase Sainz from second position 
Friday as the race moved into 
tougher terrain and much-fancied 
Bjorn Waldegaard of Sweden 
slipped back with engine trouble 
to his Toyota. 

Kankkunen, world champion 
in 1986 and 1987, said: "The 
Safari is still the longest and most 
difficult rally counting for the 
world championship and it’s very 
exciting to win it." 

The victory took him to within 
two points of Sainz in the world 
championship standings. 

“Now I am in a position to 
make an assault on the title," he 
said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
I, TANNAH HIRSCH 

1W0 Tiijcurw uaau Btmcos Inc 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ % 


HERE COMES THAT 
LITTLE RED-HAlREC? 

Girl... 


Q.I— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ K 5 . AP83 J54J 4KJ2 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Pass 1 '• Pass 

4 : Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A- — In most methods. North is 
showing a balanced hand of some 
19-20 points. While ihe honor cards 
in partner's suit arc attractive, the 
hearts are weak and the hand is 
riddled with losers. Wc prefer a 
pass, but will accept fiic clubs os a 
second choice- 

Q.2— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*1076 TK5 /JlOW *AQJ9 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

1 : Pass Pass DM 

Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Bear in mind that, in the bal- 
ancing seat, partner's double could 
be about a king lighter than in the 
direct position. Therefore, we 
would tend to be a bit conservative 
here. We think that one no trump is 
adequate and will allow partner 
some breathing room if his double 
was more courtesy than substance. 

Q.J— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ K : QJ105 KJ82 *10875 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

Pass Pass 1 7 Pass 

♦ 

What do you bid now? 

A.— It's a question of how much 
salue to assign to the bare king of 
spades. In support of hearts you 
have a pretty reasonable hand, and 
even if you count your singleton 
king os only ihree points, we fed 


you are worth a jump raise to three 
hearts. 

Q.4— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

* Void : 6543 -V 84 +AKQJ1085 
As dealer, what action do you take? 
A.— With seven sure tricks for a 
possible no trump contract, this 
hand is too good to pass or preempt, 
in addition, the four-card major 
makes a preempt unattractive. Our 
vote goes to an opening bid of one 
club, w-iih pass a distant second. 

Q.5— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

* AK 'A 1063 v AJ6 4KJ92 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

2 NT Pass 4 NT Pass 

* 

What do you bid now? 

A.— With so many prime cards, rea- 
sonable intermediates and a ruffing 
value, slam could be there in a suit if 
you have a 44 fit. The way to probe 
is to bid five clubs now;. Thai is 
natural, not an ace- showing re- 
sponse. If partner bids five dia- 
monds, continue the piobe by- 
bidding five hearts. Sign off at five 
no trump if you do not find a fit. 

Q.6— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*JM TAK1062 OAK *J42 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 «T Pass 2 Pass 

* 

What do you bid now? 

A.— You have 16 points and no way 

to show them! To bid no trump 
without a secure stopper in either 
black suit is absurd, and to raise 
diamonds with a doubleton, even 
with the two top honors, is out of 
the question. Bid two hearts and 
wait for partner's rebid. 



I'LL IMPRE55 HER BY 
0FFERIN6 TO TURN ON 
THE PRINK1N6 FOUNTAIN.. 



Andy Capp 


THE VI CAE'S > 
ASKED /WE TO J 
READ THE U 

LESS3N AGAIN 
l ONSUNDAV , 


*»■=? 

i JHMBarr 


By Reuters 

“SOMEBODY call an ambu- 
lance," wailed a headline after 
Real Madrid's 1-0 home defeat by 
mediocre Real Burgos left the 
Spanish champions facing the 
prospect of recording their worst 
ever season. 

They are just two defeats short 
of their 1973-74 record of 13 
losses and one home defeat short 
of the record five in 1984-85. 

Even worse. Real are in danger 
of failing to qualify for Europe 
for only the second time in the 
club’s history. 

“Frankly, I don’t think 
reaching the UEFA Cup is going 
to be easy." said striker Emilio 
Butragueno after Sunday's spine- 
less performance knocked them 
back to seventh place in the table. 

A UEFA place would be 
Real's only consolation in an 
otherwise disastrous season 
which has seen the distinguished 
club tumble out of the European 
Cup and Spanish Cap. 

“Now all our rivals come here 
thinking they have a chance,” 
said Butragueno. The magic of 
Santiago Bemabeu seems to have 
worn off as Burgos snatched their 
first win in Real's stadium — a 
feat Real Sociedad achieved four 
weeks ago. 

It was a depressing debut for 
Radomir Antic, the Yugoslav 
coach who replaced Alfredo di 
Stefano. 

"I can see everybody is pretty 
demoralised," he said. “I have 
got a lot of work to do." 

Antic was more confident than 
Butragueno about the team's 
UEFA chances. “There are 20 
points left to play for, so I think 
we have still got a chance to 
qualify," he said. 

Bnrgos coach Jose Manuel 
Diaz summed up Real's prob- 
lems: "They are overcome by 
stage fright." 

Atletico Madrid can ony hope 
leaders Barcelona suffer similarly 
from stage fright. The two sides 
drew 1-i Saturday, leaving Atleti- 
co still four points of the front 
runners. 

The climax to the Italian 
League season has become over- 
shadowed by Diego Maradona's 
positive dope test for cocaine, but 
that will not unduly worry 


double-chasing Sampdoria. 

On Wednesday league leaders 
Sampdoria, who have never won 
the championship, play a shell- 
shocked Napoli in the second leg 
of their Italian Cup semifinal. 

The Genoa side trail by a goal 
from the first leg in Naples. Bat 
they will be favourites to qualify 
for the final in the absence of 
Maradona who is expected to 
receive a temporary suspension 
Tuesday ahead of the Italian Soc- 
cer Federation's disciplinary 
board meeting next weekend. 

Sampdoria emerged satisfied 
from Saturday's disappointing 

goalless draw against city neigh- 
bours Genoa, chiefly because 
closest rivals Internationale also 
drew — 1-1 at Napoli. 

Sampdoria coach Vujadin Bos- 
kov said his side should have 
taken advantage of their numeric- 
al superiority when Genoa’s 
Brazilian left back Branco was 
sent off early in the second half. 

“We were too nervous," he 
said. “But things are okay as they 
are. Inter are still three points 
behind us.” 

Inter coach Giovanni Trapatto- 
nt was frustrated by the failure of 
his side to hold on to their 1-0 
lead after a virtuoso 72nd minute 
goal from German Lotfaar Matth- 
aeus. 

"The side didn’t risk every- 
thing and that was precisely what 
it should have done," he said. 

AC Milan's victory over Tori- 
no, following their local derby 
win against Inter last week, kept 
them in with an outside chance of 
the title, although their best hope 
for a trophy this season is in the 
Italian Cup. 

Two weeks after they were 
knocked out of the European 
Cup by Marseille, Milan face 
Roma in the away leg of their 
semifinal with renewed confi- 
dence. 

“Now we are much better, 
more determined and more prac- 
tical,” said coach Arrigo Sacchi. 
The first teg ended in a goalless 
draw. 

Roma came back from two 
goals down to win 3-2 at Bologna 
Saturday, leaving coach Ottavio 
Bianchi bemused. 

“We’re basically a bit mad as a 
football team,” be said. 


America beats Nacional of 
Medellin In Copa Libertadores 

MIAMI (R) — Antonio de Avila The America-National match, 

scored in the 37th minute to give — which drew, a crowd of 16,720,. 


America of Cali a 1-0 win over 
National of Medellin Sunday in 
the first Copa Libertadores soc- 
cer match ever played outside of 
South America. 

The victory lengthened Amer- 
ica’s lead in Group V of the South 
American Club Championships 
to three points as the Colombian 
national champions have earned 
seven points from four games, 
soccer match ever played outside 
of South America. 

Nacional and Tachira of Vene- 
zuela are tied for second with 
four points each for four games. 


was the first of seven that will 
played in Miami during the next 
three weeks because of a FIFA 
ban against Colombia hosting 
international tournament match- 
es because of fan violence and 
death threats to a referee in that 
country. 

De Avila's goal W8S a gift for 
America, coming after a gamble 
by National goalkeeper Rene 
Higuita backfired. 

The flashy Colombian keeper 
raced out of the penalty area to - 
collect a loose ball but had diffi- 
culties controlling it. 





Mutt'n’Jeff 




GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
want to get along better with 
others but there is some confiden- 
tial secret support that they are 
expecting be given them before 
they will respond as you would like 
them to. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) An 
influential man is willing to give 
you the boost towards that wish 
that fascinates you so much and 
that requires a considerable 
amount of action. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20} 
You are able to contact that spe- 
cialist in a field that interests you 
' and get him to release some in- 
formation that can help you 

greatly. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
is your day to make sure you are 
the one who does get in touch with 
good friends to let them know how 
food you are of them. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) There are a number of 
fascinating situations in the outside 
world that you can handle with 
effective intelligence so do so. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
the time for you to make sure you 
get off to some new place and 
make acquaintances of those very 
diffexenrfrom you but who is very 
expert. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is that moment to be sure 
to get into new systems of all kinds 
whereby you can i mpr ess any and 
all contacts with your impressive 
abilities. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Partners m all walks of life see 


your best qualities now and will 
give you the cooperation you want 
in making the decisions whereyou 
are going. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have all kinds of 
projects ro get done now so don’t 
waste any more time but get at 
those duties and you find you do 
them all well. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to . 
December 21) You are able to find 
those attractive pleasures and per- 
sons that can take you out of the 
rut of projects and you can have a 
good time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You now find that 
practically everyone is willing to 
help you get ahead at some basic 
obligation through so new method : 
is most interesting. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- . 
ary 19) This is the moment when 
you are able to find the right 
companion to assist you with any , 
routine matters that you enjoy 
doing but need help. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is your time to think in 
terms of a greater abundance and 
to spare than you have yet realised 
so get some new money making 
ideas. 

Today’s child: If your child were 
bora today she or he upon maturity 
will be a good host or hostess par 
excellence and you would be wise 
to train this little charmer to ex- 
pand this ability so that many 
persons can benefit from this spe- 
cial ability. This is a great chart for 
working in diplomacy as well as in 
more strictly social vocations. 



‘My wife faxxed me a kiss? 
• How embarrassing!" 



THAT^SCRAMBJLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon- 


Answer here: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I JumblM: FAVOR TRILL PLEDGE BANANA 

| Answer What a man who has a bad Hver might have 
bean— A BAD UVER 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Metvtn Kenwonhy 


ACROSS 
1 Make — of 
(pooh-pooh) 

6 Like 

10 Division word 

14 Goof 

15 Faiana 

16 Golf starters 

17 Arab 

18 Signs 

19 Culture starter 

20 Eponym kin 
22 "Honor Thy 

Father" 

author 

24 Night before 

25 Everywhere 

26 Immediately 

30 Grand — 

31 Seer's card 

32 the 
Game” 

37 Galena and 
bauxite 

38 Glistened 

39 Aero’s kin 

40 Desk item 

42 Church 
structure 

43 Ely and 
Howard 

44 Entice 

45 Bird of pray 

49 Wire measure 

50 Bivouac 

51 Anonymous 

56 Laurel 

57 Scent 

59 — Abdel 
Nasser 

60 Sailors 

61 Scot wear 

62 Omit a 
syllable 

63 Fleuret 

64 Selves 

65 Passe 

DOWN 

1 Author Uris 

2 La Douce 

3 Small weight 

4 Whet 

5 Divide in a 
way 

8 Similar 

7 Sound unit 



t 2^ , fL k ^ M8ausS *^ K « s ' |nc 1 

*ii mqna Rm*vo0 

a K|nfl _ Yesterda y's Puzzle Solved: 

9 Ufe in the — 

10 Politician 
Baiba 

11 Isr. desert 

12 Succinct 

13 Willow qenus 
21 St. 

23 — Ate. USSR 

25 Coeur d'— 

26 Like — of 
bricks 

27 GWTW setting 

28 Provo's 
neighbor 

29 Proboscis 

30 Photos 

32 Express 
gratitude 

33 Shopping 
center 

34 Brute" 44 Gnat 

35 Khayyam 45 »bSu T 

s a ■» - ~ s tear 

41 Br. buoav an Marquis d 

42 3000^ guild 55 Luge . 


□anan uquu 
□BaanniHa oddbqd 

BQQQ LI 14 tj LI 

RraRraHr, 0 3 QQB HOB 

□uaaaa tiaaa ana 
pjfjaa HaaaQ anna 
pjgg QHaa Haanan 
qbb qquqq □aaaa 
uaaa 

□□pa aaaciB inaaa 
□Baa HHBBa nacioi 


51 — contender 

52 Song refrain 

53 Give oft 

64 Marquis do • 


48 Medieval* guild 55 Luge 

49 Stores 58 Gibe 
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Economy 


Arab Banking Corporation 
blames Gulf crisis for loss 


Curfew 
cost 

vs 1 . • • 


BAHRAIN (R) — Arab Banking 
Corporation (ABC) the biggest 
international Arab hank, Sunday 
announced a net 1990 loss of S91 
million which it said was largely 
due to the Gnlf crisis. 

President and chief executive 
Abdullah Saudi told reporters 
that Iraq's invasion of Kuwait last 
August, deepening recession in 
die industrial world, and the con- 
tinuing debt problems of less 
developed countries (LDC), had 
reversed a promising start to the 
year. 

“I think 1990 was a very 
cult year... the first six months 
were very gratifying since we 
were able to meet all our goals... 
then we were faced with this war 
crisis,'’ he said. 

“As a result, instead of going 
for expansion, we find ourselves 
adopting policies and measures to 
protect shareholders' funds as 
weH as to be able to meet all our 
obligations and commitments,'* 
he added. 

The bank set aside SI 79 million 
in _ loan loss provisions in 1990, 
bringing its total cover against 
non-performing loans to £846 
million or 7.5 per cent. 

ABC transferred its entire 1989 


profit of S132 millio n to loan loss 
provisions. A bank statement 
said the value of its LDC loan 
portfolio was cut to S2.16 billion 
during 1990 from S1.74 billion the 
previous year. 

Despite the Gulf crisis, Saudi 
said, ABCs total income for the 
year rose by 9.7 per cent to a 
record S555 million. 

Loans also climbed, by 103 per 
cent to $11.03 billion. 

But deposits fell by eight per 
cent to $16.62 billion, mainly due 
to a sharp drop in interb ank 
deposits caused by the loss of 
Internationa] confidence in Gulf- 
based banks. This was partially 
offset by a jump in customer 
deposits. 

Total assets fell by five per cent 
to $20.6 billion. 

Operating expenses also rose 
steeply to $402 million from £322 
milli on. Saudi said this was to 
the COSt of maintaining high levels 
of liquidity during die crisis and a 
steep rise in subsidiary expenses 
when expressed in dollars. 

Shareholders's funds rose 
sharply to £1.386 billion from 
$1.15 billion in 1989 after the 
bank's 1990 share offering, 

ABC, owned mainly by 


Kuwait, Aba Dhabi and Libya, 
became the first Gulf-based bank 
to offer shares to foreign inves- 
tors on the open market with a 
$350 million issue last June. 

Saudi Arabian private inves- 
tors now bold 63 per cent of its 
shares and international investors 
15 per cent. 

Part of the money from the 
new share issue was used to fi- 
nance a new ABC subsidiary in 
London which will give the bank 
a foothold in Europe after Euro- 
pean Community markets unify. 

Saudi said the subsidiary, ABC 
International Bank, would opes 
Monday. It has a paid-in capital 
of £150 million and authorised 
capital of £300 million. 

Saudi said the Gulf war had 
delayed the long-term strategy of 
ABC to increase its links with the 
Arab World, but it expected to 
pursue them again once the situa- 
tion stabilised .ABC had offered 
to loan Kuwait money for recon- 
struction but its government had 
not yet decided whether to 
accept, he said. 

The bank cut 15 jobs in invest- 
ment banking department in 
Bahrain and London and another 
15 in its German subsidiary. 


Bulgarians with hard currency to 
go shopping across the border in 
Greece, Turkey and Yugoslavia. 

Operators in the black market 
for currency welcomed the move, 
which they calculated would 
make the dollar more valuable by 
fuelling inflationary pressure in 
the Bulgarian economy. 

The dollar is now worth around 
15 leva, down from 2835 when 
the government let the lev’s ex- 
change rate float freely against 
hard currencies two months ago. 

"This is a great favour for us 
after the stab in the neck by the 
liberalisation of the dollar rate," 
one black marketeer said. “Peo- 
ple will start giving us their hard 
currency again and the sale of our 
contraband goods will give us 
higher profits." 

A currency black market still 
exists to serve customers, espe- 
cially in the countryside, with no 
ready access to hard currency and 
to take advantage of more 
favourable rates abroad. 


Curfew 

cost 

Palestinians 

$ 5.2 

million 
per day 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The protracted 
curfew imposed in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip during 
the Gulf war cost the residents 
| of the occupied regions S5.2 
| million per day, according to a 
! study by Palestinian economist 
! Samir Huleflah. 

In a report for the Israeli 
human rights organisation Be- 
zelem, he saidthatthe 
curfew bad completely para- 
lysed the economic life of the 
territories. Industry, which 
employs about 30,(XX) people, 
had lost contracts and clients 
and its exports to Jordan and 
other Arab states had been 
blocked by the closure of the 
bridges over the Jordan River. 

Agriculture, which employs 
about 40,000 people, had also 
suffered serious damage, said 
Mr. Huleflah. 

Exports both to Jordan and 
Israel had been halted and the 
quality of produce bad fallen 
because it had been impossible 
to spray and harvest crops on 
time. 

In addition, the curfew had 
caused a sharp fell in consump- 
tion of agricultural produce in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
leading to surpluses which had 
to be disposed of at a loss. 

Demand for meat was down 
80 per cent, poultry consump- 
tion fell by 40 per cent and 
demand for fresh vegetables 
dropped by 70 per cent, said 
the reports. 

One of the biggest costs of 
the curfew was suffeed by the 
thousands of Palestinians who 
work in construction and other 
sectors in Israel, and who lost 

( several weeks’ wages through 
being prevented from travell- 
ing to work. 


Bulgarians go on buying spree 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgarians grip- 
ping dollars and Deutsche marks 
flocked to hard currency shops 
Sunday to snap up goods before 
the government outlaws spending 
anything other than the local lev 
currency on retail purchases. 

Panic buying and long queues 
marked the last day of shopping 
before the government decree 
takes effect at thousands of so- 
called free stores across the coun- 
try. For decades they were Bulga- 
rians' only source of luxury 
goods. 

“Especially last winter, with 
the chronic food shortages and 
empty shop shelves, our free 
shops were the only place where 
people could buy something to 
eat,” one salesman said. 

The government has said the 
move is necessary to support its 
programme of currency reform. 

“This is the next step oorrf re 
road to abolish a currency dual-, 
ism in -ther Bulgarian marker," 


Finance Minister Ivan Rostov 
told journalists.. 

But many Bulgarians are wor- 
ried that the step would drive 
prices for several items out of 
their reach. 

One shop assistant said prices 
in leva were likely to rise 30 to 50 
times from their dollar equiva- 
lents as the free stores sought to 
pass along higher taxes and hedge 
against the danger of a weakening 
lev. 

If, as many fear, ordinary 
shops tried to match the price 
rises, several items could be 
beyond the pockets of most 
Bulgarians, whose average 
monthly salary is around 750 leva 
(S50). 

A packet of American 
cigarettes could cost 50 leva 
(£33), a bottle of whisky 500 leva 
(£33) and a television set 20,000 
leva ($1333), five times more 
than the same goods now cost in 
' ordinary shops.’. . . j 

That could prompt many 


Peru reaching out to creditors 


LIMA (R) — Pern, for years a 
black sheep of tire international 
financial family, is reaching out to 
creditors in the hope that fresh 
loans will lift it from what one 
lending agency official called "a 
life or death situation.” 

This week. Economy Minister 
Carlos Bolona will visit Washing- 
ton to try to convince mahflateni] 
lending agencies and the U.S. 
Treasury that his country — beset 
by severe economic recession, 
guerrilla violence, drug traffick- 
ing and a deadly cholera epidemic 
— is in dire need of help. 

Peru wants to form a support 
group of creditor countries to 
provide $800 million in emergen- 
cy loans that would help finance 
an International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) economic stabilisation 


programme agreed in December. 

"Some understandings have 
been reached and there is a posi- 
tive attitude on the part of the 
Treasury Department,” said a 
source close to the talks, who said 
the United States and Japan 
would likely lead the group. 

Bolona also hopes Peru can 
secure some of the same debt 
reduction benefits that Poland 
received two weeks ago when the 
Paris Club of lending countries 
forgave £33 billion of Polish debt. 
Peru owes the club £6.5 billion. 

“Peru is in a life or death 
situation,” Claude Chambray. a 
member of the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IADB) 
board of governors said during a 
visit to Lima in March. 

Bolona will meet IMF Director 


Michel Camdessus. World Bank 
President Barber Conable. IADB 
Director Enrique Iglesias and 
U.S. Treasury Undersecretary 
Richard Dallara before travelling 
to Nagoya, Japan, for the IADB 
board of governors meeting, the 
economy ministry said. 

Peru became an outcast in in- 
ternational financial circles in the 
the 1980s when former president 
Alan Garda limited payments on 
Peru’s $22 billion foreign debt to 
10 per cent of annual exports. 

Current President Alberto Fu- 
jimori resumed payments of ab- 
out £35 million a month to the 
IMF, World Bank and IADB in a 
bid to regain creditor confidence. 
In December, Peru agreed to 
follow an IMF economic stabilisa- 
tion programme. 


Fujimori implemented an au- 
sterity programme aimed at con- 
trolling inflation, which reached 
nearly 3,000 per cent in 1990, and 
cutting public sector spending. 

Recently the government took 
steps to liberalise the economy 
after two decades of state in- 
tervention. It sharply lowered im- 
port duties, ended monopolies 
held by 12 state-owned firms and 
lifted restrictions on holding fore- 
ign currency. 

But even if Peru wins fresh 
financing, serious economic prob- 
lems lie ahead. Economist Oscar 
Ugartecbe, author of a new book 
on Peru’s debt, warns that open- 
ing tire economy to imports could 
produce a serious balance of pay- 
ments problem this year. 
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Islamists go into cut-price 
produce business in Algeria 


ALGIERS (R) — Whether from 
motives of charity or political 
opportunism, Algeria’s Muslim 
fondamcniahsis have polled off a 
minor miracle where government 
pressure and union strikes have 
failed. 

Through a network of markets 
and restaurants, the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) has cut the 
price of fruit, vegetables and 
meat to the hard-pressed consum- 
er by up to 75 per cent. 

A Muslim clergymen goes out 
to the market gardens with the 
buyers to persuade the fanners to 
hold their prices down. 

"You are trading with God in 
this holy month of Ramadan, 
when the gates of paradise are 
open,” he tells them. 

Local government departments 
dominated by the FIS, Algeria’s 
main Islamic movement, provide 
trucks for transport and money 
from the zakat (alms tax) to pay 
the young fundamentalist sales 
assistants. 

Muslim prayers on plaques 
adorn the stalls of fruit and veget- 
ables where bearded salesmen 
work late into the evening to 
.serve the willing customers. 

“We charge three dinars (17 
cents) for a kilogramme of lettuce 


instead of 22 (65 cents) else- 
where. Meat is 90 dinars ($5) 
compared with more than 190 
($11). It’s a miracle that only 
Islamic morals can bring about,” 
said Mahmoud Zabami, a young 
Algiers City councillor dose to 
the FIS. 

Consumer prices have surged 
as tire country makes tire switch 
from central planning to a market 
economy. A general strike in 
■ protest paralysed state industries 
for two days last month. 

"It's not only the prices that 
draw the customers,” adds 
Ahmed Maran, president of the 
FIS sodal affairs committee. “It's 
also the atmosphere of generosity 
and compassion, absent in the 
other markets." 

Maran said the markers could 
not satisfy demand but they 
would serve as a model for other 
experiments, for example in clo- 
thing in the last days of Rama- 
dan. New clothes are the usual 
present for the feast which fol- 
lows the month of fasting. 

Mahmoud the dry councillor 
said another attraction was that 
housewives felt safer at stalls 
where the sexes are segregated. 

"We put into practice tire pre- 
cepts of our religion, which bans 


sens mixing and bodies rubbing 
together in the jostling as in other 
markets,” he added. 

Abdul Karim Agoun, who runs 
one of the charity restaurants at 
an Algiers mosque, said, "our 
party (the FIS) has chosen to save 
the people, we are doing it with 
the means at our disposal.” 

On Saturday evening, just as 
the daytime fasting of Ramadan 
comes to an end, some 70 of his 
customers say their grace and 
tuck into bowls of soup, plates of 
meat, salad and dates. 

“It's like being at home and I 
meet new brothers," said 
Ahmed, a rubbish collector from 
tire interior. He pays five dinars 
(30 cents) for his dinner, a tenth 
of the cost elsewhere. 

Agoun said the mosque had 
collected two million dinars 
($110,000) from Muslims who for 
one reason or another had missed 
a day of Ramadan fasting. For 
each day missed they pay for 30 
dinners, either in cash or in kind. 

More restaurants have opened 
in other mosques, The town hall 
in the old Casbah quarter runs 
one in a large reception room. 

"The mosque will be the core 
of social action in the future 
Islamic republic. From tire mos- 


que we ail know the standard of 
nving of all the inhabitants,” said 
Ahmed Goumi, who works in 
one of the mosque-restaurants. 

The FIS says its charity work 
has done more to help the poor 
than actions like the general 
strike by tire trade union federa- 
tion, the General Union of Alge- 
rian Workers, which the Islamic 
Trade Union did not join. 

But the FIS’s detractors dismiss 
the markets and restaurants as a 
gimmick to win votes in general 
elections expected to take place 
in larc June or early July, 

"These tricks arc just a new 
laser game with the elections in 
mind," said taxi driver Hassan 
Sam. 

Last May and June, ahead of 
local elections which the FIS 
won, the words “God Almighty” 
appeared in the skies of Algiers 
during FIS rallies. Its opponents 
said the front had bought a laser 
for the purpose, its supporters 
that it was a miracle foretelling 
their election success. 

Other shopkeepers accuse the 
Islamists of unfair competition, 
by not paying raxes and by using 
local government vehicles for 
transport. 


Panic buying sweeps Soviet Union 


MOSCOW (R) — Panic buying 
swept the Soviet Union as con- 
sumers skipped work to stand in 
long queues to buy basic food 
ahead of steep price rises due 
Tuesday. 

The panic reached such serious 
proportions that rationing was 
introduced in some regions for 
bread — usually the most abun- 
dant item in the Soviet diet. 
Shops closed early to halt the 
flood of anxious consumers. 

A meeting scheduled for Tues- 
day between striking coal miners 
and Prime Minister Valentin Pav- 
lov added to the tension. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 


bachev may also attend the meet- 
ing. aimed at ending the four- 
week-old strike which has dealt a 
blow to the country’s key heavy 
industries. The miners are de- 
manding pay increases of up to 
150 per cent. 

Long-awaited rises averaging 
about 60 per cent coincide with 
government attempts to create a 
market economy. Many staples, 
including meat and bread, will 
triple in price. 

To offset the steep rises, the 
central government on March 20 
began giving out compensation. 
Students received 60 roubles (S72 
at the inflated official rate) and 
families 40 roubles for each child 


Strike halts flights 
of Turkish Airlines 

ANKARA (AP) — Turkey’s air union, Hava-Is, representing 
transport system was paralysed 10,500 workers, has asked for a 
Monday when more than 10,000 605 per cent increase over salaries 

workers walked off the job to currently paid for the first year of 
back demands for big pay in- a two-year contract. The union 
creases. The indefinite strike by 

the pilots and maintenance work- “ led *" «M>nona] 75 per cent 
ers of the national carrier Turkish mcrease for the :se»n<i lyear. The 
Airlines brought all its domestic “““M* «•** tor 
and foreign flights to a halt. The ers employed by the Turkish Air- 
strike came at the end of six lines ranged between 515,000-2.8 
months of contract talks. The million Turkish liras (S139-S757). 

AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 

Is now accepting student applications for 
next academic year. 

ABS aims to provide an education which, while remaining 
firmly rooted in the Arab heritage and culture, aspires to 
meet the highest international standards. The school is 
coeducational and caters for students aged 3-1 9. years 
old, offering an academically rigorous programme culmi- 
nating in either the Jordanian Tawjihi or the International 
Baccalaureate. 

Although most students work bilingually, special provision 
is made throughout the school for students with little or no 
Arabic. In Junior School (grades 1 -5) a special Arabic as a 
Second Language programme is offered. In Senior School 
(grades 6-12) students may study in English only while 
learning the Arabic language. 

KINDERGARTEN 

KG offers a bilingual programme which includes visits and 
drama and music taught by specialist teachers. 

JUNIOR SCHOOL (Grades 1-5) 

The bilingual programme is enriched by drama, music, 
art, computing and activities. (Please note that vacancies 
are very limited in certain grades). 

SENIOR SCHOOL (Grades 6-12) 

Senior School culminates in Tawjihi (Science) or the 
international Baccalaureate (IB), an internationally recog- 
nised university entrance qualification of high academic 
standing. In Middle School (grades 6-8) most students 
study bilingually. The programme includes French, com- 
puting, technology, drama and music. (Those with limited 
or no Arabic study in English only), in Upper School 
(grades 9-12) students prepare for Tawjihi (with additional 
subjects studied in English) or for IGCSE/GCE and then 
IB. IGCSE is an internationally recognised qualification of 
the University of Cambridge taught in English, equivalent 
in standard to GCE "O" level. 

Genera/ information and application forms may be 
obtained from the school during office hours (Saturday to 
Wednesday 8:30 - 2:30; Thursdays 8:30 - 1:00). 
Parents wishing to ' discuss the school's programme in 
more detail are asked to arrange appointments through 
.the Junior or Senior School offices, or to visit KG (KG open 
9:30 - 1:00). 

ABSisontheroadfromHommartoFuheis 

Amman Baccalaureate School 

P.O.Box 441, Swelleh 

Phone 845572, 847191 - Fax 834603 



under 16 years old. 

But the extra money will 
scarcely soften the blow. The 
average monthly salary is about 
270 roubles. 

The Communist Party news- 
paper Pravda, capturing the 
country's mood on the eve of the 
price reform, asked in a front- 
page headline: “Are we making 
toast?” 

The headline was a reference 
to thousands of desperate people 
who have bought up bread at old 
prices to be eaten as toast later 
when it is stale. Pravda noted that 
the Bolshevik revolution of 1917 
began with an acute shortage of 
bread. 

In Ulan Ude, a town in eastern 
Siberia near the Mongolian bor- 
der, bread rationing went into 
effect Monday, with shoppers li- 
mited to two loaves a day. Bread 
has not been rationed there since 
1947. 

Rationing of nearly all basic 
food items was introduce'd'ih the 
city of Cheboksary in the' Tatar 
region, and consumers were per- 
mitted to shop only in designated 
stores. 

The price reforms have come 


under harsh criticism from radic- 
als, who favour a more rapid 
transition to a market economy. 

Boris Yeltsin, president of the 
giant Russian Federation, has ac- 
cused central authorities of wait- 
ing too long to embark on a 
transition to u market economy. 

Russian Prime Minister Ivan 
Silayev Saturday outlined a new 
economic programme in a session 
of the Russian Supreme legisla- 
ture. He said the key issue was to 
give freedom to enterprises to 
prevent a further fell in produc- 
tion. 

Silayev V; programme is likely to 
face severe opposition from the 
Kremlin, which intends to main- 
tain central control of key areas 
of the economy even after the 
signing of a new union treaty with 
the republics. 

Moscow Deputy Mayor Sergei 
Stankevich said disagreement be- 
tween the republics and the cen- 
tral government over reform has 
raised doubts whether the price 
rises will be folly implemented. 

"Confrontation has prevailed, 
and there is no willingness on the 
part of the central government to 
compromise," he said. 


Brokerage ordered 
to pay $750,000 to 
fired analyst 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — A Phi- 
ladelphia brokerage firm was 
ordered to pay £750,000 to a 
stock analyst it fired for suggest- 
ing that real-estate magnate 
Donald Trump was feeing money 
troubles. 

The New York Stock Exchange 
ordered Janney Montgomery 
Sxott to pay the penalty to analyst 
Marvin Roffrnan, who was fired 
in March 1990 after working for 
the firm for 16 years. 

Roffrnan was sacked after 
saying that Trump’s Taj Mahal 
Casino, the glitziest casino in 
Atlantic Gty, New Jersey, could 
have serious financial difficulties. 

He questioned the casino's 
ability to gross £1 million a day to 
cover its interest costs and oper- 
ating expresses. 

Roffrnan was one of the first to 
suggest there were cracks in the 
Trump empire. 

In response, Trump not only 


complained about the negative 
comments, but threatened to sue 
the brokerage. 

Janney Montgomery said at the 
time that Roffrnan was fired not 
for his comments but for retract- 
ing a letter of apology he had 
written to Trump about the com- 
ments. 

Trump has since defaulted on 
some bonds and reached an 
agreement with creditors to place 
the Taj Mahal in bankruptcy. 

Short of cash, Trump has 
skated from one debt crisis to the 
next trying to maintain a hold on 
his shaky but vast real estate and 
casino empire. 

Roffrnan had sought S3 million 
in proceedings he brought before 
the New York Stock Exchange — 
Si million for defamation, 51 
million for wrongful discharge 
and $1 million for the “inten- 
tional infliction of emotional dis- 
tress." 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

■fr Two bedrooms, living-dining-kttcheri & bath. 

* One bedroom, living-kitchen & bath. 

Studio, bedroom, kitchen & bath. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman, between 3rd & 4th Circles, near Khalidi Hospital. 

Tel: 667B62 - 642351 



AT THE BRITISH COUNCIL 

Arabic Classes 

Colloquial Jordanian Arabic 
for BEGINNERS 
Dates: twice weekly, evenings, 21 
April— 18 June 
Fee JD 70 

Registration: 3,6,9,10 April, 

1 pm to 5 pm 









Gorbachev and politburo blast 
opposition, allege foreign threat 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev and his Com- 
munist Party colleagues launched 
a bitter assault on the radical 
opposition at the weekend, accus- 
ing their opponents or seeking 
power at all costs. 

Gorbachev, increasingly re- 
suming the rale of puny chief as 
well as state president, told an 
army meeting his reformist oppo- 
nents were trying '*to destabilise 
society, to shake, weaken and 
even destroy our constitutional 
structures." 

After a separate meeting under 
his chairmanship, the party polit- 
buro denounced non-Communist 
opposition groups as “destructive 
forces" and accused them of us- 
ing slander and strike calls to 
undermine Soviet society. 

The politburo also said “cer- 
tain foreign organisations" were 
trying to influence public opinion 
and a Moscow intelligence chief 
accused Western diplomats, jour- 
nalists and tourists of working to 
stir unrest. 

The party daily Pravda Mon- 
day published the attacks on the 
opposition along with readers’ 
letters defending Gorbachev, 
now six years in power, against 


his radical critics. 

“I really suffer for our presi- 
dent,” a Ukrainian war veteran 
wrote. “He is devoting so much 
effort to the problems of the 
country. Those who insult him 
have forgotten it was he who gave 
us real freedom.” 

The assault on the radicals, 
whom Communists accuse of 
aiming to restore capitalism, fol- 
lowed a major confrontation 
Thursday between the opposi- 
tion. which has yet to unite in one 
movement, and the Gorbachev 
administration. 

The Kremlin leader ordered a 
huge display of military and 
police force in Moscow in an 
unsuccessful attempt to head off a 
banned demonstration in support 
of Boris Yeltsin, his chief rival 
and leader of the Russian Federa- 
tion. 

The show of opposition 
strength deterred an attempt by 
Communists in the Russian par- 
liament to oust him as its chair- 
man. But pro-Gorbachev de- 
puties stopped a drive by Yeltsin 
to become full Russian president. 

Gorbachev told the army meet- 
ing Saturday the opposition was 
carrying out anti-democratic ac- 




Boris Yeltsin 

tioos “under the slogan of a 
struggle for democracy.” 

“A major danger from one part 
of present opposition tendencies 
lies in the fact that they are, fm 
their own political ends, exploit- 
ing and whipping up tension in 
society at any cost,” he said. 

The party, he said, should 
strengthen its links with workers 
and all sections of the population . 
“Ed doing this, we Communists 
have a tremendous chance not 


only to preserve but strengthen 
our position as the ruling party,” 
he added. 

Gorbachev, accused by former 
liberal allies as well as radicals of 
turning conservative to realign 
himself with the party bureaucra- 
cy. rejected reformists' calls for 
an end to Communist organisa- 
tions within the armed forces. 

The politburo statement did 
not specify which foreign groups 
were trying to influence events in 
the Soviet Union. KGB General 
Gennady Titov, head of Soviet 
counter-intelligence , said at the 
weekend Western agents were 
involved. 

Titov told the Rabochaya Tri- 
buna newspaper Western in- 
terests aimed to preserve a 
weakened Soviet Union as a 
source of cheap labour and re- 
newed charges made earlier this 
year that foreigners aimed to 
wreck the economy with vast 
sums of roubles smuggled 
abroad. 

When Prime Minister Valentin 
Pavlov first made the charges, 
Gorbachev told foreign bankers 
and companies investing in the 
Soviet Union not to overesti- 
mate their significance. 


Results show huge support Burmese troops clash 
for Georgia independence with rebels, kill civilians 


MOSCOW (AP) — Georgians 
almost unanimously favour inde- 
pendence in the strongest rebuff 
yet to Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev's efforts to hold the 
union together, preliminary vot- 
ing results indicated Monday. 

In 38 of the republic's 71 dis- 
tricts. 99.3 per cent of voters in 
Sunday's referendum favoured 
breaking away from the USSR, 
said Valerian Khukbunasbviii, a 
Georgian government spokesman 
in Moscow. 

Nearly 90 per cent of the 3.3 
million eligible voters in the frac- 
tious southern republic cast bal- 
lots, the independent Interfax 
News Agency quoted Vakhtang 
Khmaladze, chairman of Geor- 
gia’s Electoral Commission, as 
saying. 

Because of its near-unanimity 
and high turnout, the vote dealt 
an even stronger blow to Gor- 
bachev’s campaign to unite the 15 
diverse republics in a new union 
treaty than similar referendums 
in the three Baltic republics. 

In February, 91 per cent of 
Lithuanian voters endorsed inde- 
pendence, followed in March by 
74 per cent of Latvians and 78 per 
cent of Estonians. Armenia has 
scheduled a vote for Sept. 21. 

The Georgian referendum 
asked: “Do you agree that the 
state independence of Georgia 
should be restored on the basis of 


the independence act of May 26. 
1918?" 

Georgia, a multi-ethnic repub- 
lic of 5.3 million wedged between 
the Caucasus Mountains and the 
Black Sea, proclaimed independ- 
ence from the Russian Empire 
near the end of World War I. It 
was forcibly absorbed into the 
Soviet Union nearly three years 
later and incorporated under a 
1924 union treaty. 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion to the preliminary results 
from the Georgian government 
or Zviad Gamsakhurdia, the 
Georgian nationalist leader re- 
cently elected president on a 
programme of independence. He 
confidently predicted victory 
Sunday. 

Independence-minded Geor- 
gia, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia 
and Armenia — plus Moldavia — 
refused to take part in Gor- 
bachev’s March 17 nationwide 
referendum on preserving the un- 
ion. 

Nine republics, representing 
three-quarters of die country’s 
population, approved the re- 
ferendum by 76 per cent. Gor- 
bachev has used the result to 
bolster support for his proposed 
new union treaty. 

He says the anti-Kreralin polls 
are invalid, but he will not try to 
stop them. 


Moscow retreats from Laos 


VIENTIANE (R) — The Soviet 
Union’s reduction in its overseas 
commitments is making itself fell 
in this charming but penniless 
comer of South East Asia where 
Moscow is ending a 15-year Tole 
as economic, diplomatic and poli- 
tical crutch to Laos. 

On the outskirts of this languid 
capital stands the unfinished hulk 
of the new Soviet embassy, begun 
three years ago when Mosocw 
had big plans for its South East 
Asian outpost. 

For the past year work on what 
would have been Vientiane’s tal- 
lest building has been at best 
desultory. 

Soviet and Laotian officials 
said that since the beginning of 
(his year ail but humanitarian aid 
from Moscow would cease and he 
replaced by trade based on world 
prices. Laos would be asked to 
repay its debts in goods. 

"We are not retreating from 
the region, and we don't want to. 
We are just trying to find a more 
suitable way to live here,” said 
Valeriy Stchetinin, counsellor ai 
the Soviet embassy. 

The shift brings to an end a 
shotgun marriage forged during 
the early days of the cold war 
when Pathet Lao guerrillas faced 
the full weight of LI. 5. forces 

determined to keep communism 

out of the Indochinese hinter- 
land. 

But os the guerrillas took pow- 
er and tics with neighbouring 
China deteriorated, the part- 
nership became vital in the sur- 
vival of Laos. 

Soviet aid to the country’s scat- 
tered four million inhabitants was 
their only reliable source of funds 
to rebuiid a shattered economy 
and shunt Laos into the 20th 
century. 

Few people believe the mar- 
riage was particularly successful, 
but few doubt Laos would have 
been worse off without it. 

"I feel sorry for the Soviets. 
They did their best here, but in 
concrete terms I think Soviet and 
Lao were quite bewildered by 
each other.” said one diplomat. 

Many Soviet projects were too 
cumbersome for a scattered agra- 
rian economy in the sweltering 
heart of Asia. 


One vehicle repair workshop in 
the southern province of Savan- 
nakhei is far too large for the 
small number of cars or tractors 
in the province. 

The tractors themselves are de- 
signed for the Soviet Union’s cold 
climates and cannot cope with 
local temperatures. 

“We have to take it all because 
it is part of a free loan, but if we 
had to say so we would admit it 
was not always effective,” said 
one Laotian official. 

Stchetinin said the Soviet Un- 
ion, whose domestic crisis has 
forced it to renegotiate economic 
ties with all three Indochinese 
countries, would try to lighten the 
burden of its sudden break in aid. 

Thousands of Laotians study- 
ing in the Soviet Union would be 
allowed to finish their studies and 
a further 150, most of them tech- 
nical students, would go this year. 
At least 20 experts would stay on 
here to work at three Soviet-built 
hospitals. 

More than 100,000 tonnes of 
oil would also be supplied this 
year and paid for with peanuts 
and parquet flooring. 

“We will try to fulfil all our 
obligations and find a new form 
of cooperation,” Stchetinin said. 

But there is no doubt the 
Soviet Union is leaving. The 
number of specialists was cut in 
half this year. More than 100 
military advisers have left. From 
1992 all of Laos’ military supplies 
will have to be bought. 

There seems to be little resent- 
ment among Lao officials at Mos- 
cow’s hasty retreat. 

Officials are careful not to criti- 
cise the Soviet Union, and differ- 
ences have emerged only sporadi- 
cally in the media. Strategically. 
Laos has alredy made friend with 
once-hostile neighbours China dn 
Thailand and its former enemy, 
the United States. 

But the current leadership, 
weaned on Lenin and Marx in the 
jungle and used to holidays in the 
Soviet Union, will find it hard to 
let go of the comforts of being 
part of a Socialist bloc. 

“It’s going to be hard for them 
not to have that sense of protec- 
tion the Soviets gave them any 
more." said one diplomat. 


BANGKOK (AP) — Govern- 
ment bombers have (tilled civilians 
in attacks meant to root out 
guerrillas concealed by jungle, 
guerrilla officials said Monday. 

Burmese troops and Karen 
guerrillas have clashed in the past 
week north of Burma’s Salween 
River, said one Karen official, 
reached by telephone at the Thai 
frontier. He spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

He said the fighting, with 400- 
500 soldiers on each side, was the 
first significant Burmese attack 
this dry season. The battle was 
continuing, with the government 
troops apparently trying to cut 
Karen communications northwest 
of the Karen headquarters at 


Manerplaw, he said. 

Another Karen official said be 
believed the government was us- 
ing Yugoslav jet planes in its daily 
bombing runs. 

Burma was reported to have 
recently bought large quantities 
of Yugoslav and Chinese 
weapons, including jet fighters. 

“They cannot find us. so they 
bomb the villages nearby," the 
first official said. 

Inhabitants of one village, 
Mepa, told the guerrillas that 20 
villagers had been killed in bomb- 
ing about a week ago, this official 
said. The fighting had driven 
about 1,000 people from their 
homes to take refuge in the jung- 
le, be added. 


Roh: Koreas should apply 
for U.N. membership 


SEOUL (Agencies) — President 
Roh Tae-Woo said Monday that 
entry into the United Nations by 
longtime rivals South and North 
Korea was key to peace on the 
divided peninsula and to all of 
Asia. 

“The Gulf war is a stark remin- 
der that the world we live in is 
still fraught with uncertainties 
and instabilities." Roh told 1.000 
delegates from 48 nations attend- 
ing a major U.N. conference. 

“Entry into the United Nations 
.. until such time as the peninsula 
is unified will be conducive to the 
peace and stability not only of the 
Korean peninsula but of the en- 
tire region as well," he said. 

Roh spoke at the opening ses- 
sion of the U.N. Economic and 
Sodal Commission of Asia and 
the Pacific. The 10-day confer- 
ence was attended by ministers 
from 48 nations, including the 
five permanent members of the 
Security Council — the United 
States, the Soviet Union, China. 
Britain and France. 

Communist North Korea was 
the only Asian nation not attend- 
ing. officials said. 

The Seoul Shinmun quoted an 
unnamed source as saying Roh 
will send a message to North 
Korean President Kim II Sung 
urging the North to enter the 
United Nations together with the 
South. 

The daily paper said the mes- 
sage will be conveyed to Kim 
verbally by Rep. Park Jung-Soo, 


who will head a South Korean 
delegation to the 85th general 
meeting of the Inter- 
parliamentary Union in Pyon- 
gyang later this month. 

The conference focused on re- 
viewing economic and social de- 
velopment in Asian nations, par- 
ticularly in terms of analysing the 
impact of the Gulf war. 

Rob's comments come as the 
Seoul government is intensifying 
its campaign to apply for U.N. 
membership, probably within the 
next four months. North Korea 
has demanded the two nations 
apply for a single revolving mem- 
bership, a proposal Seoul claims 
is impractical. 

Roh wants to visit the United 
States in May or June to discuss 
helping to rebuild war-affected 
regions of the Gulf, newspapers 
said Monday. 

The influential Chosun Dbo 
quoted an unidentified senior 
government official as saying 
U.S. and South Korean officials 
had been negotiating a meeting 
between Roh and President 
George Bush since mid-March. 

U.S. and South Korean offi- 
cials in Seoul declined to com- 
ment on the report. 

The newspaper said Roh 
wanted to discuss bilateral trade 
issues as well as South Korea's 
desire to take pan in reconstruc- 
tion work in the Gulf. 

Rob and Bush last met in 
Washington last June. 


Swedish 
engineer 
kidnapped 
in Kashmir 

SRINAGAR (R) — Unidentified 
gunmen have kidnapped a Swed- 
ish engineer in Indian-ruled 
Kashmir, the first foreigner 
seized there since a separatist 
rebellion erupted 15 months ago, 
police said Monday. 

They said Joe Jansen was kid- 
napped while returning home 
from a weekend in the Hima- 
layan ski resort of Gulmarg with 
his wife and child. 

The gunmen who stopped Jan- 
sen's car allowed the child and his 
wife Ursulla to go. She reported 
the incident to police. 

J.N. Saksena, police chief in 
Jammu and Kashmir, India's only 
Muslim-majority state, said he 
did not know if separatist mili- 
tants were responsible. 

“Our information is sketchy at 
the moment," he said. 

Jansen was working on a 
hydro-electric project near the 
line that divided Indian- and 
Pakistan-ruled Kashmir. 

The gunmen stopped his car 
about 40 kilometres from Srina- 
gar, the summer capital of Jam- 
mu and Kashmir, Ursulla Jansen 
told police - 

It was the kidnapping of a 
daughter of then Indian Home 
(interior) Minister Mufti Moham- 
mad Sayeed that sparked the 
latest rebellion in Kashmir. 

Sayeed's daughter was freed in 
exchange for five detained mem- 
bers of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Liberation Front [JKLF), one of 
the main separatist organisations, 
in January, 1990. 

The celebrations chat followed 
the release of the five senior 
JKLF men turned into riots which 
marked the beginning of the 
insurgency. They were ruthlessly 
put down. Police have reported 
some 2,400 people killed in the 
campaign since then. 

Several other Kashmiris have 
been kidnapped since, including 
the head of Kashmir University in 
Srinagar, who was killed along 
with two other people by mili- 
tants when the government re- 
fused to free more separatists. 


PUTVICE, Yugoslavia (R) — 
Yugoslav army tanks and Croa- 
tian riot police kept a tight grip 
on this tourist resort Monday 
after two people were lulled in 
gun battles between Serbs and 
Croats, the country’s biggest 
ethnic groups. 

Plitvice, a wooded duster of 
lakes and waterfalls in the west- 
ern republic of Croatia, remained 
calm and 220 Italian tourists were 
evacuated after being trapped in 
Sunday’s violence. 

Tanks guarded entrances to the 
region, Croatian police with auto- 
matic rifles mounted roadblocks 
for miles around and rebel Serbs 
blocked other roads with rocks 
and trees. 

Local transport was in chaos 
and schools were dosed. Six 
bullet-riddled cars lay abandoned 
beside Plitvice ’s main road. 

The Yugoslav State Presidency 
ordered out all Serbian and Croa- 
tian forces after the violence, in 
which 20 people were hurt and 29 
arrested, but the command 
appears to have been ignored. 

Fighting broke out Sunday 
when Croatian riot police evicted 
Serbs who took over Plitvice 
Thursday. A Croatian policeman 
and a Serb were killed during 
exchanges of gunfire that left 


blood spattered on snow by the 
road. 

The presidency ordered ra the 
army to keep the peace and sepa- 
rate the Croatian police and the 
Serbs. It “ordered army units to 
ensure that the ceasefire is re- 
spected.” 

The dashes were the worst 
between Serbs and Croats, 
ancient religious and political riv- 
als, in several months of tension 
that threatens to lead to civil war 
and break up the Yugoslav Fed- 
eration of six republics and two 
provinces. 

Serbs comprise about 11 per 
cent of Croatia’s 4.5 million 
population and say they are 
persecuted. 

The Serbs who dominate the 
area around Plitvice, which they 
call Kninska Krajina, have de- 
clared independence from 
Croatia and say they want to 
remain in Yugoslavia if Croatia’s 
nationalist government carries 
out its threats to secede. 

Two more regions, Glina and 
Kostajnica, Sunday joined Kra- 
jina in declaring independence 
from Croatia. 

About 2,500 Serbs protested in 
the Croatian town of Knin Mon- 
day. 


Sri Lanka imposes curfew 
on 2 districts after fighting 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan 
authorities Monday imposed cur- 
fews in two districts after 100 
Tamil rebels and 23 soldiers were 
killed in fierce weekend battles. 

Military sources said curfews 
were clamped on Maimer on the 
northwest coast and Vavunjya in 
the north central region to help 
troops hunting for Tamil guerril- 
las. 

Fighting euipted Saturday at 
Veppankulam, 225 kilometres 
northwest of Colombo, when gov- 
ernment soldiers ran into several 
rebel bunkers in the jungle. 

A fierce fight ensued between 
troops and Lib eratio n Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), the main 
group seeking a homeland for the 
island's Tamil minority. The 
army had to call in reinforce- 
ments because of the large num- 


ber’ of rebels. 

A senior army officer said at 
least 100 rebels and 23 soldiers 
were killed. 

“It was a big battle Saturday 
but we routed them,” said an 
officer at a northern camp. 

Residents at Vavuniya said 
helicopters attacked suspected 
rebel targets for the second day 
Monday. 

One resident said by telephone 
that troops were advancing north 
and west of Thandikulam. about 
eight kilometres north of Vavu- 
niya. 

Military sources said 38 sol- 
diers injured art Veppankulam 
were airlifted to a hospital at 
Aouradhapnra, 64 kilometres 
away. 

The Tigers were not availabe 
for comment. 


Filipino police arrest rebel officer 


MANILA (R) — A leader of the 
1989 coup attempt that almost 
toppled Philippine President 
Corazon Aquino was arrested 
while visiting his parents for the 
Easter holidays, police said 
Monday. 

“For the people,” shouted dis- 
charged navy Captain Juancho 
Sabban. raising a clenched fist as 
police presented him to reporters 
in Manila. 

National Police Director- 
General Cezar Nazareno said 
Sabban. 34. was seized while 
riding a bicycle Sunday near his 
parents' home in Tuguegarao, 
some 340 kilometres north of 


Manila. 

Sabban, who did not resist 
arrest, carried a 500,000 peso 
(517,800) prize on his head. 

Police said be was a member of 
the “core group” led by Re- 
negade Colonel Gregorio Hon- 
asan which mounted the sixth and 
bloodiest coup attempt against 
Aquino in December 1989. 

They said he was also a mem- 
ber of the dissident Young Offic- 
ers' Union which explored a 
possible alliance late last year 
with Communist guerrillas in an 
attempt to topple Aquino. 

Sabban was the seventh rebel 
officer captured since January. 


Honasan, the most wanted man 
in the dissident group, remains at 
large. 

The armed forces Monday 
freed tune army officers and 181 
enlisted men after an investiga- 
tion cleared them of involvement 
in the 1989 mutiny, an army 
spokesman said. 

They bad been detained for 
almost a year, he said. 

The soldiers belonged to an 
army infantry division based out- 
side Manila, some of whose units 
marched to the capital during the 
coup attempt in support of the 
rebels. 


Benin president accepts election defeat 


COTONOU (R) — Incumbent 
Mathieu Kerekou has accepted 
defeat in Benin’s presidential 
elections, easing fear in the West 
African state that he might ding 
to power by force. 

"I express my sincere and 
warm congratulations to 
Nicephore Soglo who, right now. 
appears as a worthy successor and 
to whom I will hand over the 
authority of the president of the 
republic of our country as soon as 
he is available.” Kerekou said on 
state radio on Sunday night. 

Soglo, a Western-trained tech- 
nocrat, clinched 67 per cent of 
votes in a decisive second round 
vote on March 24. 

Kerekou. whose public silence 
since his defeat provoked fear he 


might refuse to stand down, 
urged Beninese to back the new 
president and appealed for calm 
in the coastal state sandwiched 
between Nigeria and Togo. 

People who fled last week from 
northern Benin, a Kerekou stron- 
ghold. said his supporters were 
attacking people suspected of 
voting for Soglo. 

“To all these victims, to whom 
I call for forgiveness, I want to 
make it a point to express my 
solidarity and all my sympathy," 
Kerekou said. 

“I am firmly condemning all 
acts of provocation, violence and 
vandalism that occurred in the 
northern regions and led to the 
flight of a good number of our 


compatriots toward the southern 
regions, in deplorable condi- 
tions.” 

Soglo flew to Paris for treat- 
ment of undisclosed health prob- 
lems last week. His inauguration, 
originally set for Monday, has 
been indefinitely postponed. 

Many people in Benin believe 
in voodoo and are convinced a 
Kerekou curse provoked Soglo's 
illness. 

Kerekou took power in a 1972 
coup, swung Benin to Marxism, 
and drove the country to virtual 
bankruptcy. He was the first 
mainland African president voted 
out of office in the wave of 
democratic sentiment sweeping 
the continent. 


Honecker affair triggers rumours of deal to avoid trial 


BERLIN (AP) — Erich Honeck- 
er’s mysterious flight to Moscow, 
putting him out of the reach of 
German courts, has left bitterness 
among the eastern Germans 
whose lives he once controlled. 

Some believe the former Com- 
munist leader's escape was 
arranged to avoid a trial that may 
have produced embarrassing re- 
velations about cold war rela- 
tionships among the two Ger- 
many's and the Soviet Union. 

“It’s horrible, the fact that af- 
ter all his manipulating here, he 
could still manipulate the system 
and sneak away," said Monika 
Reisza a 45-year-old cafeteria 
worker in former East Berlin. 

“It’s an insult that Honecker got 
off." said Thomas Mueller. 42. an 
unemployed mechanic. “Maybe 
we should have finished him off 
like (Nicolae) Ceausescu." The 
Romanian dicator was over- 
thrown and executed in Decem- 
ber 1989. 

Honecker, as leader of East 
Germany, was Moscow's close 
ally for IS years until his ouster in 
the fall 1989 peaceful revolution. 
Before rising to Communist Party 
chief, he was in charge of building 


the Berlin Wall and enforcing a 
police state. 

Western German authorities 
issued a warrant for Honecker’s 
arrest last year after investiga- 
tions linked him to orders given 
to border guards to shoot people 
trying to flee East Germany. 
Nearly 200 were killed over the 
years. 

Honecker. 78, was in a Soviet 
army hospital outside Berlin for 
11 months undergoing treatment 
for various ailments. On March 
13, Soviet authorities spirited him 
away to Moscow, saying be 
needed specialised care. 

For many eastern Germans, 
Honecker's flight look even more 
of the gloss off German reunifica- 
tion, which has brought economic 
hardship along with freedom. 

A day after Honecker's depar- 
ture, Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
spokesman acknowledged that 
the Soviets had given Bonn more 
than an hour’s warning of the 
departure. Kohl did not inter- 
vene. 

Since then, the German gov- 


leave. Kohl's government also 
has said nothing could be done to 
force his return. 

Rumours persist of an arrange- 
ment or German acquiescence in 
the flight. 

Stern, a widely read weekly, 
said Moscow bad signalled Bonn it 
opposed putting Honecker on trial 
and that freeing him became an 
“important precondition” for 
Soviet ratification of the six- 
nation treaty approving German 
unity. 

Behind this theory is the view 
that the Kremlin did not want its 
close relationship with East Ger- 
many discussed in an open court. 

Karsten Voigt, foreign affairs 
specialist for the opposition So- 
da! Democrats, said German 
officials “did nothing to get Hon- 
ecker out of the Soviet hospital 
and into German hands. For 
months they jus: let the whole 
matter sleep.*’ 

He said the Soviets assumed 
that Germany, for the sake of 


TASS, the Soviet News Agen- 
cy, called the German response a 
“realistic approach ... to relations 
with the Soviet Union.” 

Speculation arose that a trial 
might have revealed unsavory 
aspects of relations between the 
Germanys before reunification, 
which were a strange mixture of 
antagonism and cooperation. 

From 1964 to 1988, West Ger- 
many bought freedom for an esti- 
mated 50,000 political prisoners 
in East Germany at a cost of tens 
of thousands of dollars apiece. 

“There were some among us 
who thought this was a dirty 
business, because it had this 
odium of buying and selling peo- 
ple, and because it was done with 
the communists," said a German 
official with inside knowledge of 
the practice. 

West Germany also paid bil- 
lions for improvements in roads 
across East Germany in return 
for esier access to West Berlin, 


there were numerous scandals in- 
volving East German agents in 
high ranks of the Bonn govern- 
ment. Willy Brandt resigned as 
Chancellor in 1974 after one of his 
closest aides. Guenther Guil- 
laume, was unmasked as a spy. 

Still, the Germanys gradually 
improved relations. 

In 1987, Kohl gave Honecker a 
red-carpet welcome in Bonn for a 
visit hafled as a landmark in 
relations. 

Sm« Honecker got away, Ger- 
man justice officials have sought 

to assure the public those guilty 
of repression in former East Ger- 
many will be punished. 

Tr^ St 1 ^ e f k : Prosecutors accused 

aecurit y chief. 

Ench Mielke, of providing train- 
ing and weapons for West Ger- 
man terrorists of the Red Army 
m the earfy 1980s. * 

Beriln”? ■ 83 ' “ hospitalised in a 
Benin prison. 


ucputvurc. *wm uiw ***•'-* mi. mm. w caiei access to West Berlin Twn th 

vene. relations and increasing trade, 110 miles (177 kilometres) insitte nvtmL L 0n ? r Politburo 

Since then, the German gov- would make only a pro forma Communist territory and heavilv Hen™ T Tisch - 65 . and 
eminent has demanded Honeck- protest if Honecker was moved to subsidised trade between the two , n ’ 75 “ have been 

er’s return and denied any deal Moscow, “and that’s exactly what states. *° r misusing public 

was made allowing Honecker to happened." Espionage was rampant and Tisch ' s ^ began in Janu- 


Tower of Pisa’s 
leaning accelerated 
in last 3 months 7 

PISA, Italy (R) — The Tower of ^ 
Pisa is leaning at a faster rate than 
before, according to measure- 
ments for the first three months 
of this year. The measurements, 
made by two Pisa University pro- 
fessors, showed the tower which 
tilted by 1.18 millimetres (0.046 
inches) in the whole of 1990, has 
leaned by another one millimetre 
(0.089 inches) since the beginning 
of this year. The finding added to 
worries that the 800-year-old 
leaning tower, one of Italy's ma- 
jor tourist attractions, now lean- 
ing about five metres (.16-5 feet) 
off the perpendicular, was in dan- 
ger of collapse. A report by a 
committee of experts studying 
ways to save the 55-merre (180- , 
foot) high tower is expected idf 
the next few weeks. The tower 
has been closed to the public 
since January 1990 after experts 
decided it was dangerous for va- 
lors to climb its 294 winding 
steps. 

Bush goes fishing 

ISLAMORADA, Florida (R) — 
President George Bush took time 
off from official duties and began 
a three-day fishing holiday in the 
Florida Keys. Bush was accompa- 
nied by his wife Barbara and 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady and his wife to the resort 
city of Islamorada, 100 miles (160 
km) south of Miami. It was his 
first holiday since the Gulf war 
ended on Feb. 28 and the third 
year in a row he had come to the 
keys for fishing. 

New archbishop 
accused of | 

endangering church 

LONDON (R) — The new 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
George Carey, faced an extraor- 
dinary attack Sunday from a 
priest who called in a newspaper 
article for the clergy to sideline 
him. Headlined “deliver us. lord, 
from this man,” the article was 
primed opposite the editorial 
page in die Sunday Telegraph. 
The right-wing newspaper said it 
was “necessarily anonymous.” 
The national Church of England, 
founded nearly 500 years ago by- 
King Henry VIII. was in danger, 
the article said, and the chruch 
would be well advised “to margi- 
nalise the archbishop before he 
marginalises the rest of us." 
Carey. 55. is on the radical 
evangelical wing of the Church of 
England, mother church of the 
world's 70 million anglicans. He 
has vowed to try to revive the 
church, steadily losing members^ 
with a decade of Evangelism? 
Priests could face regular assess; 
ment. Their freehold tenure of 
their parishes might be replaced, 
by short-term contracts. But arti-: 
cle’s author countered that; 
Carey's corporate approach- 
threatened the existence of the! 
parish, the basis of chruch life.’ 

200th anniversary 
of Camembert 
cheese celebrated 

VIMOUTIERS. France (AP) - 
Traditional cheese-makers have, 
celebrated the 200th anniversary 
of Camembert cheese at an Eas- 
ter weekend fair in the heart of 
Normandy's dairy country. The 
artisans demonstrated their tech-, 
niques for making what they call; 
"real'' Camembert using raw 
milk, something most consumers 
abroad never taste. “Milk being a 
carrier of germs, real Camemben. 
bumps against sanitary rules in 
numerous countries, notably the 
United States." said Francois 
Michel of the local chamber of 
commerce. The Normandy M3k 
Union estimates that only 1QJX® 
of the 119.000 t.-nnes of Camem-. 
bert consumed a vear are pro- 
duced from raw milk, much of 
which is destined for the best 
French restaurants. The bulk of 
the cheese is pasteurised. To re-, i 
eerie the cherished label .of. «>’ ] 
themic Camembert. the raw milk 
cannot exceed a temperature of ; 
37 degrees Celsius (99 degrees. 
Fahrenheit) during, the aging pnw 
cess. It must be made in Norman- 
dy from local milk. France & 
currently negotiating with the H 
other member countries of d>e- 
European Community not to bp 
Camembert cheese solely on the 
grounds that it uses raw. mflk-' I 
According to popular legend, the 
slightly smellv cheese was W". 
vented in 1791 by Marie HsrtM 
framer's wife living in the nearly 
village of Camembert. Harelip 
the idea from a Roman CathoW. 
priest hiding at her farm -fa®,, 
anti -clerical radicals 
French Revolution. The 
suggested she make a soft- 
like fromage instead of the -fic- 
tionally harder Norman c ! ,e<s S 
The result was an immediate ® 
with the local population- . 




